
ORDINANC;E NO. 14-04 

AN. ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
LEE COUNTY; FLORIDA: REPEALING AND REPLACING LEE 
COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE .NUMBERS 09-20 AND 06-
12; P.ROVIDING .FOR A REPEALER; SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF 
GONT~-NTS.; APPLICABILITY; ESTA$LI$HIVtENT OF LEE COUNTY 
DOMESTIC ANIMAL SERVICES; ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNTY 
ANIMAL SHEL.JER,; DEFINITIONS; .RELIANCE ON FLORIDA 
STATUTES; OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS; LICENSE OR COUNTY 
TAG FEES; BREEDER CERTIFICATES; PET DEALERSHIPS/PET 
STORES; IMP.OUNDMENT PROVISIONS; ENFORCEMENT, 

-VIOLATIONS; DANGEROUS OR VICIOUS DOG DETERMINATIONS; 
COMI\(IEJ~-GIA,l, ESTABLISHMENTS; DISPOSAL OF DEAD ANIMAL 
BODfES; CONFLIClS OF LAW; SEVERABILITY~ CODIFICATION AND 
SCRIVENER'S ERRORS AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Hoard of County Commissioners acknowledges the 
enjoyment derived from pet ownership; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners realizes the importance of 
maintaining control of communicable diseases transmitted to and from non-human life 
forms; 

WHEREAS, the Boa.rd of County Commissioners recognizes the importance of 
ensuring a safe, healthy and compassionate community for both citizens and animals; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners supports responsible animal. 
ownership and compliance of Lee County Ordinance and State Statutes relating to 
animal ownership; and 

WHEREAS, ·the Board of County Commis_sioners is committed .to red_ucing pet 
overp·op.ula'tion throu-gh non-lethal humane methods and reducing stray animal control 
costs to taxpayers. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
GOMMtSSJQNERS OF LEE COUNTY FLORIDA, that: 

SECTION ONE= REPEALER 

Lee County Ordinances 09-20 and 06-12 are hereby repealed and of no further 
force and effect. 
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SECTION TWO: SHORT TITLE 

This Ordinance will be .known and may be· cited as the Lee County Animal 
Control Ordinance. 
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SECTION FOUR:· APPUCAB.iLITY 

This ordinance is a-r>plicable Countywide. However, any duly adopted municipal 
ordinanG.e covering the same topic will prevail in the respective municipality to the extent 
of any conflict. 

SECTION FIVE: ESTABLISHMENT OF LEE COUNTY DOMESTIC ANIMAL 
SERVIC.ES 

Lee County Domestic Animal Services, hereafter referred to as "Domestic Animal 
Services" or "Animal Services," is hereby established as the official domestic animal 
control e1uthority and enforcement agency for Lee County. Animal Services will employ 
<!JUalified persons. Officers of Animal Services will have full and complete authority to 
enfo·rce the pmvisions, requirements and regulations set forth herein and to discharge 
the: duties of the office. Animal Control Officers, are duly appointed as Lee County 
Cod~ enforcement. officers iD accordance with § 162.21 (2), Florida Statutes, as may be 
amended, with the authority to issue citations to enforce this Ordinance and the Laws of 
the State of FJor,ida relating to animals. 

j 

SECriON :siX; ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 

There is· hereby established and created, .ar.r animal shelter to provide domestic 
animal control :services. fbr.Lee· County. The shelter will' be of adequate size and design 
forthe se1fe housing and care of animals.· 

SECTION SEVEN: DEFINITIONS 

The::tollowing words, terms and phrases will have the meaning stated unless the 
context clearly'indica,Je.s otherw(se: 
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Abandon means to give up possession of, to neglect, to forsake an animal 
entirelY or to refuse to provide or perform the legal obligation-s for care and support of an 
an'i~al by its owner or owner's agent. 

Adequate food means unc;ontaminated, wholesome, palatable, and of sufficient 
quantity and_ nutritive value to- maintain the normaJ eondition and weight of the animal. 
The diet must be_ appropriate for the individual animaPs· age and condition. 

Adeqt:Jate He_alth Care. means the provision to each animal of all immunizations 
and preventative care required to maintain good ·he-alth; and, the provision to each sick, 
diseased or injured animal ofVeterihary care or humane death. 

Adequate Water means continual access to a supply of clean, fresh, potable 
water provided in a sanitary manner suitable for the species, and in sufficient amounts 
to maintain good health. Water must be provided in a secure manner so that the 
container cannot be overturned. 

Adequate Sheffer means structurally sound, properly ventilated, sanitary and 
weather-pJoof sbelt~t suitabl~ for the species, conditior:l and age of the animal, ·which 
provides access to shade from direct sunlight and protection from exposure to inclement 
weather. 

AqiJ)}rJ{sttcltive Coqe· or Lee County Administrative Code means rules and 
regulations ·enacted pursuant to J_ee County Ordinance No. 97-23, which ad.opted the 
Lee County Administrative Code pursuant to Section 2.2.E. of Ordinance No. 96-01, of 
the Lee County Charter. 

Agric[;J_/turaJ: Working [)og means a dog owned by a bona fide agrieultural 
livestock business used for purpose -of herding livestock. 

Animal m~ans domesticated animals, including dogs, cats, birds, and ferrets. 
(For-Service Anirnals see the definition herein.) 

Ani11Ja/ Care Facility means any persoq, group or business that provides for the 
car,e, ·.sustenance1 ho.using, maintenar:~ce or other necessary care of an ariinial, u~u~fly, 
bwt: not; necessarily,_ f6r a fee, An animal care facility,; includes, but is not limited_ to, 
ve'terina·ry facilities, boaraing facilities, kennels, groomers, animal sitters/foster care, 
rescues, shelters-, pet aealerships, and pet stores. 

Animal Controi·Officer means any person employed or appointed by Lee County 
as a code- enfo~cer:De[lt officer in accordance with, §-16'2.21 (2), Florida Statutes, as that 
secti0n may be amensed, and who is authorized to investigate, pursuant to law, civil 
infractions or criminal offenses relating to Animal Control or animal cruelty, and who will 
h~Vethe_:aqtl)ority to.iss·ue citations and enforce this Ordinance, and to file charges with 
the State Attorney's office based on such investigation. 
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Anima/running at (arge means any animar·oot under the restraint, confinement or 
direct control ofthe owner or c>Wner's agent, as defin·ed forther herein. 

~ . . . 
Auction mea·ns any fatili~y or place where animals are regularly bought, sold or 

traded, except for those facilities otherwise definec:f in this Ordinance. The individual 
sale of an animal by its owner is ·not an auction. 

Ba,itin{l means to attack: With violence, to proVoke or to harass an animal with one 
or more animals for the. purpose of training an an.imaiJor, or to cause an animal to 
engage in, fights with. or . .among other animals. "Baiting" also means the use of live 
animals inthe training ofradn<g greyhounds or dogs used in "Hog Dog Rodeos," or any 
other performing anirnal exhibition. 

Bona fide· Agricultural Business means a good faith commercial livestock 
enterprise operating on agri'cultural lands as classified by the Lee County Property 
Appraiser. 

Board means tbe Board of County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida. 

Breede-r -r:ne.an.s em iodi\i.idl)al or business breeding domestic animals for the 
purpose of producing oft..,spring for sale, adoption or other placement. A Bree9er is 
subject to the· definitional anEl locational limitations for animal kennels as contained in 
the Lee County Land Development Code. 

Caregiv(Jr any person providing food, water or sheiter to, or otherwise caring for 
any animal, feral or domestiGated, over a designated period of ten days or longer. The 
person may provide tbe care of tbeir own volition or at the request of the animal's 
ciW:het Qnc:e care is, pro\lideq To the animal for ten or more consecutive d·ays, the·ani.mal 
wrll no longer he Classified as stray. 

Citation means a written notice issued to a pers~:m by an animal control officer 
s.fating Jhe oJficer has prqbaple: caose to believe the person has committed a civil 
infraction in violation of a duly-enac.ted ordinance or of the- ·applicable laws of the Sta.te 
Gf Florid_a. Gitations are heard' and discharged by the County Court. 

Oollar and!Gr Harness m~ans a ma.nllfactured' band of nylo.n or 1$ather pUt, 
around the neck' or body of an animal for identification or manual control/restraint. 

Commercial Domestic Animal EstabJishment means any pet dealership/store, 
anirnal grooming .shop, flea market, dep·artment store, guard dog training facility, any 
type of -~erine.l, c:aftery; or, any other pre!lli~es, or pro~perty where domestic animals are 
housed as part or whole of a SLJ.ch .a us.e or l:>usine.ss must also comply with the 
definitional and .locational limitations- for animal kennels. as contained in the Lee County 
Land Development Code. 

Countymeans Lee County, Floridei. 
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Coanty Li¢ens~, QQunty Tag, Pet License or License means a document and/or 
tag issued by Animal Services indicating the animal described on the license is owned, 
kept or boarded by the individual named thereon. 

Cruelty to animals has the same meaning as set forth in Chapter 828, Florida 
· Statutes, as it may be amended from time to time. 

Dangerous Dog me_an$ any dog that, according to the records of the appropriate 
authority, has aggressively bitten, attacked, or endangered or has inflicted severe injury 
on a human being on public or private property, has more than once severely injured or 
killed a domestic animal while off the owner's property, or has, when unprovoked, 
chased or approached C.l p~rson (Jpon the streets, sidewalks, or any public grounds in a 
m_enQcing fasbion or apparent attitude of attack, provided that such actions are attested 
to in a sworn statement by one .or more persons and dutifully investigated by the 
appropriate authority .. 

Designee means tb.e person designated to fulfill the role in the absence or at the 
direction .of the Director. 

Direct coatrol means immediate and continuous physical control of an animal at 
all times by means such as .a fence, electronic confinement system, lead or leash that 
do.es oot to ~xceed si'x feet in length and is of sufficient strength to restrain the animal 
(exCluding herding dogs; dqgs in process of hunting; K-9 or police dogs; dogs 
partjcipatrng in-~ register~d field trial; obedience training, trial, show or match; or on Its 

.. own_efs property) . 

. , Director means the Lee County Domestic Animal Services Director or their 
desigriee,. 

DomestlcAnimal means any dog, cat, ferret or any animal kept for enjoyment 
and/or c·ompanionship or utility; an animal of a species that has been bred and raised :to 
live in ora~ouHhe habitati'oi:l of humans and is dependent upon people for food, shelter 
.and st..fNival · 

Efittip rit~ans felihes Whose ear was tipped by a licensed veteri_narian. as part of 
the Trap, :Neut~r and Return ffNR) program. 

EuthaQEJS]a m~aos the humane and painless. putting to death of an animal under 
appropriate c'ir:cL::Jmstances, which include animals that are hopelessly sick, injured or 
ultimately .t:m·claimed. Jn the case of dogs and cats, by injection of Nembutal Sodium 
(pentobarbital) ·as defined iri Chapter 828, Flo'rida Stc:ttutes, as it may be amended, from 
time to time. · 
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External Fee (V'Ja__ny?l, Fee Manual or Fee Sch.ecit)fe means the schedule of fees 
ot charges adopted by the Board (and contained in the Lee County Administrative 
Code). 

Feral Animal r:ne.~hs any wild cat or dog, wh~ther it was born in the wild or 
reverted to a wild state due to abandonment or lack ofdomestication. 

Florida Statutes (F.S.} . .means. the duly adopted laws of the State of Florida. 

Grooming Shop ni~ans any commercial establishment where animals are 
bathed, clipped, plucked or otherwise groomed. 

Guard l)og means ·a.r)y type of dog used primarily for the purposes of defending, 
patrolling. or p~otecfing property or life. 

GuardDog Registration means the process of presenting a guard dog to Animal 
Services fo.r purposes of Cfocbm~ntir\'g perti~ent data regarding the dog . 

. G.uard Qog Se(Vicemeans any person, firm or cor,poration that trains, sells, rents, 
leases· or loans· :gucird dogs for the purpose of defending, patrolling or protecting 
prop~ dies or perS:ons. 

Gu;de D()g- See Service Animals . 

. EXotic SpeCies means a.nY .animal whose natural ' habitat is outside the 
contine.ntal u·niJed States, excluding non-venomous reptiles and fish. 

Health Department means the Lee County Health Department. 

Hl:lri7aJ:Ie• Captut? 1'1(1ethods means the humane use of control poles, m~zzles, 
nets, humane traps and tranqt~ilizer equipment. 

HUrnar:ie Manner means. a manner consistent with the physical and behavioral 
needs of a species; inCluding but not limited to adequate heat, ventilation and sanitary 
sh~it$~, who.lesqme food and water consistent with the normal requiremer.~ts and feeding· 
habLts 9f the pc.irtis;uJar animal according to its size, species and ereed, 'includih,g 
.necessary veterinary· care.·. · · 

Hume1oe 'TTC!P mean~ a deVige used to CC1pti.Jre· animals, which does not cause 
injury to.the anitnal upon captme· or confinement. 

H1:1nting orSporting Dog means a dog trained to work with sportsmen/hunters 
while hunting ga.rile. -

Impoundment means confinement of an animal by Animal Services in a manner 
consistent with. professionally re·cognized standards of humane treatment. 
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Incapacitate means ~a hL:Jmane method to render an animal unable to escape for 
the ·animal's. s·afety .or the safety .of the public. 

K-9 ot Law Enforcetn~ht K-9 means a dog utillz~d by law enforcement officers. 

Kennel or Cattezy m·eans. any premises where animals are kept for profit rather 
than enjoyrneri( by boarding, grooming, bt.Jying, training, selling, letting-for-hire or 
qffering o(stud s~rvice_s. Animal hospitals fnC1ibtc:tinec:l by Florida lic_ensed veterinarians, 
shelters pperated by th.e B.oard of County Commissioners, or tax exempt animal care 
facilities ar:e not considered to be commercial kennels or catteries. 

Ker,met or R[Jn means a structure for providing· .<::ontinement of an animal to 
prevent it frorn running at large, with a minimum area of ·WG 32 square feet per animal 
being contained/restrained. The kennel or run must contain proper food, clean and 
fresh water, ventilation ,and shade, and it must be Jree from unsanitary conditions, 
includjng·. bogiJy· waste, $fC1gnarit water and/or stale food, odor and parasites, including 
fleas, ticks and rodeots. The ~ennel or run must also .have a solid top and bottom to 
provide :an animal with protection from the elements and to include protection from the 
direct rays ofthe sun and the direct effect of the wind and ra'in. 

Leash or LeCiti rn.eans. a lirje or length of materi~Jtnc:tde of nylon, leather, rope, or 
cord specifically manufactur;ed for maintaining the immediate and continuous physical 
control of an ar:~imal at all times. This includes retractable .devices. 

·Lee County Domestic; Animal Services, Dqrn~stic Animal Services or Animal 
Serviee.s means an entity of Lee County Government conip.osed of persons and officers 
having full and ·complete, :autho.rity to enforce the. provisions, regulatiens and 
req_uire.m~nt~ of this Ordinahce and ·applicable laws of the State of Florida relating to 
:animals' and .animal cruelty. 

License,, or County License, see County License. 

LiVestoc;k means all anTrrials of the bovine, equine, or swine class .and also 
inc;:!.wdes goe1t$ .. s_heep, rn.ules, horses, hogs, and domesticated poultry; or :any otlier 
anfmal used Jri C1nd for utility or preparation of meat or meat produc;:ts. . Se~ ~ISO·,. 
§828,23·, F,S. 

National breed :animal means a dog' or cat that is registered with a nationally 
reeognized do~f or cat elub. 

Nat~bn~l!Y Recognized Dog or Cat Club means· .any National Dog or Cat Club that 
is Chartered, Organized, and. may have I;>Y-IaV.V$,, Directors and Members, and 
advoea'tes thead'ltan~emen,t ofa bre.ed(s) or saQctions shows. 
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Nuisance Animal rueans any animal that endangers the lif~ or health of other 
anill)als or persons, or s_ubstantially interferes with the rights of citizens, corrupts public 
morals or interferes with reasonable enjoyment of .life or property. 

Official CertificCite of Veterinary Inspection means a legible certificate of 
veterinary inspection signed by the examining veterinarian license by the State of 
Florida alild ac.cr.edited by the United States Department of Agriculture, that shows the 
age, sex, breed, color, and health record of the dog, cat or ferret; printed or typed 
names and. addres~es of the person or business from whom the animal was obtained; 
.the coosigoor or sefler, the consignee or purchaser; and the examining veterinarian, and 
the veterinarian's license our:nber. The official certificate of veterinary inspection must 
list all vaccin·es and deworming medications administered to the dog or cat, including 
the manufCicb.Jrers, vaccine, type, lot number, expiration date, and the dates of 
administration thereof, and must state that the examining veterinarian warrants that, to 
the best of his/her knowleEige, the animal has no sign of contagious or infectious 
disease and has no evidence o.f internal or external parasites, including coccidiosis and 
ear mites, bL.Jtexcluding fleas and ticks. 

Qfficja[ Health Record means a certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian that 
shows -the age, sex, breed, name, Elescription and health; record of an animal, as well as 
the name, address· and phone number of the owner or agent of the owner. 

Officer means any law enforcement officer defined in §943.1 0, F.S., or any 
aoi'mal.·control .officer. 

Owner m_eq_ns a p~tson possessing proof of animal ownership that include 
veterioary records within tl;le past three years, a microchip or a valid county license 
registered to the rightful owner. An animal owner is responsible for keeping their 
animals. under direct control at a'll times and will be held accountable for any violation of 
this Ordihah.ce. 

Owner's Agent me_ans a person or entity capable of acting or empowered to act 
for· anq o·n t:>~half of the C>wn·er. The owner may appear in person at Animal Services 
cortsenfil)g to actioo by a speCific agent of the owner or provide a written notarized 
·sr~tehienfaUthorizin·g and-consenting to action by the owner's designated agent. . 

Petso'ff mean·$ ·e1 natural person, firm, associcition, corporation or any other legal 
entity. 

Pet be.aiership or Pet Store means a store, person, partnership, corporation or 
franchise. operation, whethe-r operated separately or in connection with another 
business enterprise, which buys, sells, or boards any species of animal for a fee or 
reimoursement. 

Pet License or License, see County Tag. 
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Pet Pla.c.emenf Partn~r means an lnternai Revenue Service recognized non-profit 
organization approved by Animal Services that transfers stray animals from the 
muniCipal shelter to their n-on-profit operated location, 

Provider means any person or entity that provides for the sustenance, medical 
care, housing, or other essential items/care to any animal. Florida Licensed 
Veterinarians are exempt from this definition while providing care for an animal owned 
by a client, customer, or shelter. 

Probable Cause means where the facts and Circumstances within the Officer's 
knowledge .ancl of which the Officer has reasonabJy accurate information that is 
sufficient to le.ad a repsonable person to believe an offense has been or is being 
committed. 

Public Property mean·s lands and improvements· owned, leased or controlled by 
the Fec:leraf Go\Je(nment, ·the- State, the County, or a municipality, and includes 
sovere'ignty submerged lands located adjacent to the County or municipality, buildings, 
.grouAds, parks, playgrounds, streets, sidewalks, parkways, right-of-ways, and other 
similar property. 

:Quarantine means the strict indoor confinement, isolation and observation of an 
an'imal for symptoms ofraeies. Such confinement must prevent the animal from coming 
into ur::1J3Ianned contact with any other animal or human being for a period of ten days 
from the. dqte of the bite. 

Restraint means the contro.l or containment of an animal by fence, electronic 
confinement system or leash. Except for fencing or an ele·ctronic confinement system, a 
,restraint m~y not exceed sixJeet in length and must be of sufficient strength to restrain 
the animal. and it from prevent nmning at large. 

Sanitary means dean and free from elements such as filth or pathogens that 
~ndaoger .health. 

Service Aoirnal me_ans qn animal, as qefined under Chapter 41;3, Florfdq 
Statutes, geneJally qes.crlb,eq as being trained to perform tasks for an individual with a 
<ilis·at)ility:. The tasks-may inalude, but are not lfmited to., guiding a person who is visually 

-impaire·d or blind, .·alerting a person who is deaf or f;lar:d of hearing, pulling a wbeelchaTr, 
ass'isfing with mobility or ealance, alerting and' protecting a person who is having a 
seizure-, refrievin·g obj'ects, ·or p>erforming other special tasks. A service a·nimal is not a 
pet. 

Severe. Injury .rne.ans ar;1y physical injury that results in broken bones, multiple 
bites or disfigaring lacerations .requiring sutures or reconstr:uctive surgery. 

Sft.ette-r o[Ar;Ji(naJ $heltf3r means a facility operated by or under contract with the 
Hoard of County Commissioners, or a tax exempt animal tare entity. 
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Sterilization me~i;rs: ~ i')J¢c:(ic_al procedure p~rforme9 by a licensed veterinarian on 
an animal causing perman~~nt ir;lCaJ:>acity of a domestic· animal to reproduce offspring. 

Stray means, a .domestic animal wandering or running at large without 
identification and whose o\iVQer is unknown or canri.ot be located. An animal may not be 
deemed stray if the animal is harbored, fed or sheltered for ten or more consecutive days 
by a caregiver. 

Supervisf]d Recreational or Outdoor Enjoyment means an activity where the 
owner has dire.ct control and sopervision of the animal. 

Tethering means the restraining of an 'animal by the tying to any object or 
structure, Witho(Jt limitC~tiQfl, C1 h"ouse, tree, fence, post, garage, weight .or shed, by 
means, ir:icluding,_ without limi_tation, rope, cord., leash, running line, but does not include 
the use of a leash used to walk the animal. 

' 

T.hteatehihg and Menacing Behavior means any aggressive behavior toward a 
human ()r C~flother ariimaT, Whe,ther by barking, growling or charging, without provocation, 
where su¢b actkm on the J!)ar:t of the aggressor creates a reasonable apprehension of 
immediate injury. This does not include an animal that is' secured on its own property. 

Tiap, Neuter and Reft:J(n (TNR) means feral felines that sterilized, microchipped, 
vaccinated for rabies, and_ earti~ped (the universal sign for TNR). 

. 24 HQur Notice means .the written form left by Animal Services upon a property 
that p,rovides notice to an owner or owner's agent rega(djng an existing violation or an 
abandoned anir:nal. The notice will give the owner or owner's agent 24 hours in which to 

. -~ . '· ' 

contactArnmal Serv1ces . 

. Ub!ilte(ed means a domestic animal that has riot been sterilized. 

Uaatten.ded Animal means an animal that is not under direct control and the 
ow:ner or owner':s,a·gent is not J1lresent on the· property .. 

UqprdvoRed .Betfavior- of ari Animal means an animal that has bitten or chased in 
~· IJJehqQ.ihg ·f~sh'[bh <;>f attacked a person or-another animal who has been conducting 
ther'fll:!eiVes pec;~¢eto[ly and_ lawtu.lly. · 

Veterin.e1Nc:m :me~n~ a ne}i.t_licare practjtiqner licensed to engage in the practice of 
veterinary medicine as provid~d for in Chapter 47 4, Florida Statutes, as may be 
amenaed. 

Veterinary Care means r:Dedi~al treatment py ~a licensed veterinarian having as its 
purpose the mitigation of disease, suffering and/or injury. 
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Veterinary Hospitf:l! m~ans. any place or facility owned or operated by a licensed 
·veterinarian _and used for; (1) the practice of veterinary medicine in the diagnosis, 
treatment, and care of diseases. and injuries to a.nimals; (2) the boarding of animals 
during such .diEfgn()$is, rreatrnent or care; or (3) the temporary boarding of animals 
belonging to· the veterinarian's customer. 

Vicious Dog means any dog that, accordjng to the records of appropriate 
authority, has severely injured or killed a domestic C\nfmal while off the owner's property, 
where such aCtions are attested to a sworn statement by one or more persons and 
dutifully investigated by the appropriate authority . 

. Waming Notice means Animal Services' notice s~rved on an owner or owner's 
agenJ a·dvising them of an alleg~d violation of this Ordinance. A warning notice may also 
be referred' to as a "24 hour notic.e". 

Wild Animal means any non-domesticated rnember of the animal kingdom, 
including those born or rai_sed in captivity that is noJ dependent upon human beings for 
survival, 

Zoonosis or zoonotic diseases means those diseases transmittable to hu_mans 
and aniimal~ by other animals including parasitic, bacterial, fungal and viral diseases. 

Sl:bfiONEiGHT: RELIANCE ON FLORIDA STATE STATUTES 

The-Board· hereby adopts .by reference, as a part ofthis Ordinance, all Laws of the 
.St_a_te of Florioa. rela.tiflg to Animal Control, Animal Welfare and Animal Cruelty. The 
provisions ·of thls ordinance are intended to supplement the state regulations. 

SECTION NINE: OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

A. UC8NS.E REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS, CATS AND FERRETS 

1. Animal license req&ired. All dogs, cats and f~rrets that are 4 months old or 
older c;~nd live or ~re present with their owner, in Lee County at least 30 
conse¢utive days per calendar year must be licensed by Lee County. 

2. Petso'f1s _Responsible for Obtaining License. A person that owns, keeps, 
possesse_s,, provides for, or harbors within Lee County any dog, cat or ferret 
fo.ur months of age or older must obtain a license for the animal. 

'a. 'Exdusions. Approved Pet Placement Partners, TNR felines and law 
enfott:ement are exempt from this ·section. 

b.. Display of County License or Tag. Dogs must possess and wear 
identification that includes the owner's name and current telephone 
nl:lmbe( A commercially available tag imprinted with the required 
information attached to the collar or harness of the animal or a current 
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County license meets the requiremer:1ts: of this section. Exempt from this 
· seotiori are ce3ts and ferrets thc:}t ·po$Sess an implanted microchip that 

contains tb¢ owner's current info(rnatioh and has been registered with 
Animal Serviees. 

c. It is unlawful to remove the collar and/or tag of an animal for the purpose of 
preventing orfct!sify,ing the identifi_cc;ltlon_· of c3h. animal. During a recognized 
br:eed or. agtlltyltria[ show, the owner of the dog, cat or ferret must have the 
license tag anclZor rabies certificate available for immediate production if 
called ,upon to ve·rify that any cat, dog or ferret has the required license and 
vaccination. 

3. Jssuaace of a. County Tag. 

a. · Wfro can issue. A County Tag may be obtained from Animal Services, a 
.licensed vete~inariE~n or by an entity specifically approved by Animal 
Services. 

b. License -application requirements. 

t) The owner must provide their ne3r:ne, phy_sical and mailing address, and 
phone number and the name for the an'imal being licensed. Each dog, 
cat or ferret must possess a separate license tag. 

2) Rabie_s vacJ:;ina_tkm. In order to obfain a license, the dog, cat or ferret 
must :be vaccinated against rabies.. A copy of the cu~rent rabies 
vaccination certificate must be provided Jo Animal Services as proof of 
vacci natio:n. 

'3) Exemption from Vaccination. Animals unable to receive rabies 
vaccin~tions are exempt from this requirement. The owner must 
provide AnJ~t~.al Services with a vali(j medical certificate from a licensed 
veterinarian indkating the reasons why vaccination is not possible_, aoo 
whether- the condition requires. temporary or perman$nt exemptlon. 
Written proof of· exemption most be provided to Animal Setvic.es Ho.m 
·the veterinarian, With the exception of permanent exempfioiJ th_e 
animal .owner may only obtain a 1-'year license and will be required 
renew th·e licel'iise tag annually. Licenses due to an exemption may only 
be issued by Animal Services .. 

4) A license wiiJ not be issued for ~ny anjmal that cloe·s not have either a 
valid rabJes certificate or a Vctlid medical certification from licen_sed 
veterinarian as· to why vaccination is not medically recommended. 

c. Licerrse· fe.e". The license fee established by Lee County must be paid at 
the tir:ne the Ocense· is obtained. The l(c~nse is valid for the same period of 
time that the rabies vaccine is effective·, For example: upon proof the 
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·l 

animal .has received a one-year t:C,!Qi~s vaccine the owner will receive a· 
lic:~r;u;·e !C!g Ve~,tid for a period of 1 year: likewise proof as to a three-year 
vaccine will pllow the owner to obtain a .license tag valid for 3 years. A 
perman·ent license may also be available upon request through Animal 
Services, but an animal will still be required to maintain a current rabies 
vaccination a:no microchip registration. 

- , 
d., License renewal. Prior to expiration of the license, the animal owner is 

required to .seek a renewal tag. Proof of an updated rabies certificate will 
be required. 

·e.. Licenses are not transferable. No license tag issued for one animal may 
b:e considered valid for any other anir:nal. Any person that owns, keeps, 
~·aroors, provides for Or possesses ~n a_nimal Wearing the license tag of 
aiDother ClnimCIJ i.s in violation of thi's Ordinance, even if the animal has a 
va'lld license of its own. 

l.. License issued by' Veterinarian. Any licensed veterinarian vaccinating 
dogs, cats . or ferrets in Lee County must issue a· Lee County· 
vac.cinationllicense only if the veterinarian verifies that the proper rabjes 
. certificate has b'een issued. The veterinarian may only issue-the County 
appro\led license provided by Animal Services. Issuance of a licen$e hot 
approved by Lee County is prohibited. Bach individual tag or object issued 
.in vfolation of this provision will be deem.ed a separate vioiation. 

g, The owner must immediately produce the animal's County's licertse a_nd 
cettificate of n~bies when requested by an authorized Animal, Services 
employee in. the co.urse of an investigation. 

h. Notice ref!t;Jired.. All veterinarians, clinics, snelters,. pet placement partners, 
;breeders, pet stores, pet dealerships, and. other ol:Jflets where cats, dogs;. 
·and/or fe~rets are available, sold or vaceinated against rabies, rnust iriform 
the publi'c in writing of the rabies an·d license requirements within Lee 
County. 'This information must include the cost of the license and how a 
licens~ may be obtained (including~ information on getting ·a ..license: through · 
the- mail or in person at Animal Ser-Vices). To satisfy the· ,intor:malioh 
r:e<fQir~ment the fc:teifity may post Cl· sigh· or provide an inforri,-ational 
.btochl.ire or provide the Written irifQrrnation in a manner easily accessible 
and understandable. 

B. VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS, CATS AND FERRETS 

1. Timing of Vaccination. All dogs, cats, and ferrets four months of age or older 
must be vaccinate_d against rabies by :a li.censed veterinarian with a vaccine 
that is licensed for use ln such species in the foliowing manner: 

-a. The animal must be revaccinated 12 rponths after the initial vaccination. 
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b. For :subsequent vaccinations the interval between vaccinations must 
conform to the, vacCine manufac:tuJer's directions. 

c. Evidence of circulating rabies virus· neutralizing antibodies may not be used 
as· a substitute for current vaccination in managing rabies exposure or 
determir:1ingthe need for booster vaccinations. 

d. Vacdnes must be administered by a licensed veterinarian. 

e. A dog, cat, or ferret is exempt from vaccination against rabies requirement 
oAiy if a lic~rised veterinarian has exarn'ined the animal and certified in 
writing that the va_ccination would endanger the animal's health because of 
its age, infirmity, disability, iilness, or other medical considerations. An 
exempt animal must be vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health 
pennits. A ~ounty license must be purchased regardless of the exemption 
from the rabies vaccination, and may ·only be purchased directly from 
Animal Services. 

2. Rabie$ Vaccination Certificate. A licensed vete[inarian must provide a copy of 
the rabies vaccination certificate to the animal's owner at the time of the 
vaccination. The licensed veterinarian must also provide a copy of the rabies 
certificate to Animal Services within 45 days of the vaccination, or immediately 
upon demand qy Animal Services in conjunction with an investigation, or other 
enforcement purpose. 

a. Each veterinarian must use the "Rabies. VacCination Certificate - Form 51" 
of the NationaJ Association of State PUblic Health Veterinarians (NASPHV) 
or an equivalent form approved by the County. 

b. Failure to prov.ide the rabies vaccination certificate as required by this 
Ordine~_nce rn~a,y bE? deemed a separate and distinct violation for each 
certificate not issu.ed or provided to Animal Services . 

.c. Violation of rabie$ ce_rtification prQvisjons. Any person owning, keeping, 
possessing or harboring any dog; cat,, or ferret, four months old o.r older, 
without p>roof of a current valid vaccination may be deemed in violation of 
this·o[dinar;~ce .. 

C. ; SUPERVIS]ON, C~ONF_INEMENT, CAGING,AND TETHERING 

t. No person shall fasten, chain, tether, or otherwise tie an animal to any 
ih·amimate objects :such as trees, buildings, fences, posts or other stationary or 
highly' ifntnobjle objects by means of r6pe, Chain, cable, leash, lead, strap or 
ott:ier physical restraint for the purposes of restraining an animal. 
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a. Perimeter r;>ropeH:y fencing, a kenrJe[ or a_ n.m may be used to restrain a 
dorn~stic animal provided it is stJffici~ot to prevent an animal from running 
at large. The minimum area enclosed shc:.t'll be no less than 32 square feet 
for each animal and must be configu~ed so to as to provide each animal 
sl)fficient room to move about free[y; stand, turn around and lie down 
witflout touching the sides of the perimeter fencing. It mt:~st also include a 
so.lid top or eovered area and bottom to protect an animal from the direct 
rays of the sun, wind or rain, and it must be- free from unsanitary conditions, 
including bodily waste, stagnant water and/or stale food, odor and 
parasites, including fleas, ticks and rodents. 

b. A structure in which an animal is housed must be either air conditioned or 
well ventilated. 

c. An ele_ctronic .. Ge>hfioement system will b.e deemed an acceptable enclosure 
if_the equipment is properly installed and maintained in ce>ntinuous working 
order and the .anim·al being contained wears the appropriate electronic 
collar when within the system perimeter. The perimeter of the electronic 
confinement 8¥stet:n must be clearly marked and identified to sufficiently 
warn p_ersons lawfully entering upon or passing by the property as to the 
presence of the system and the possible presence of an animal therein. 
Size and placement of signage must be. sufficient to provide reasonable 
noti<;:e to persons approaching the confinement area prior to actually 
reaching the perimeter of the area encompassed by the electronic 
confinement .system. 

d. The hou$ing of domestic animals outside during natural and/or manmade 
disasters, or during weather advisories. for extreme heat or freezing 
temperatures. is prohibited. Natural and/or manmade disasters may 
include, but are r')ot limited to, floods, fires, tornadoes, hurricanes arid 
lightning stdtnis, A violation of this s_ubsectioh may result in immediate 
lmpoundmel(lt for the preservation of life. 

e. Animals must wear a specifically manufactored and properly fitted .collar e>r 
. harness for porp·oses of attended, temporary tethering fe>r recreational 
purposes. A leash or lead may he>t be, attached directly to the anirnal:_s· 
neck in lieu o'f a manufactured -collar or harness. Chain, choke or p·rong 
collars ·a_re. ·prohibited during tethering otan animal. 

r Thi$ $ect]on does !lOt apply to ahi.hJqJ owners usit-lg a leash or lead 
· (inchJding .. a retractable leash or iead) for the purposes of supervised 
recreatiooal' .or ontdoor enjoyment with their pet or caretakers of registered 
TNR c:olonies. 

g-. Ownels will be provided 30 days from the date of the citation issued to 
cemply with this Section e>f the Ordinance. Failure to comply with the 
provisions contained in this Section of the Ordinance may result in the 
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ir:npol:Jqdrrl'ent ·of the animal. The anima'!" will not be returned to the owner if 
fhe d\Nt:lerha~ lailed to remove all tethef.if"lg cleVices. An owner may install 
an eie.ctronic cor:~tainment syster:n, perimeter fencing, kennel or run. The 
owner must also 'pay all applicable· fees outlined in the External Fee 
Manual within 5 consecutive days of impoundment. If the impounded 
animal is. in viole3tion of the Ordinance's sterilization requirements, the 
ihlpotmded ahintal must be sterilized. All applicable fees ·shall be paid prior 
to the release of the impounded animal to the custody of the owner. 

D. STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Domestic dogs and cats over the age of 6 months must be sterilized by a 
licensed veterinarian. A certificate of sterilization must be submitted to Animal 
Services within 30days of the date of sterilization. 

2. Any unsterilize.d · aoimal registered With a Nationally Recognized Dog or Cat 
Club impounded f0r a· second or subsequent redemption that is reclaimed by 
the owner will be sterilized, at the expense of the animal's owner, prior to the 
c;1nimal being reJe·a$ed from Animal Services. Sterilization may be deferred 
only upon the written recommendation of a licensed veterinarian documenting 
specific health .reason dictating against sterilization and indicating whether the 
condition is temp·orary or permanent. 

3. No uoclai.med dog, cat or ferret may be rele.ased for adoption without being 
sterilizedprior to, adoption. Notwithstanding the. forgoing, a person who adopts 
ah unalte~ed ·an'imal Will be required to leave a sterilization deposit, which will 
be tUUy refO_nded ·upon proof that the steriliz~tion has been performed by a 
licensed veterinarian. 

4. An owner possessing an unsterilized non-registered national breed anima'! will 
b~ ·proviqeq thTrtY ·30 days to comply with thi_s Section of the Ordina:nce or 

- produce proof of c.ertificate of sterilization, registration with a natio11al dog or 
~cat club, or proof of medical exemption from a licensed veterinarian in the 
State ef Florida·. The failure to comply may .resl:Jit in the impoundment of the · 

. an'imal. Ar:r impol:lnded animal may be released to the owner after sterilizatidn 
... a·nd if all applicable fees have been paid as set forth in the External Fee 
'Manual within 5 consecutive days of impoundment. 

5. Exernptfrom this Section is animals used by: 

a. law Enforcement. 

b. Animals Registered by a Nationally Recognized Cat or Dog Club. 

c. Agricultural Working Dogs Owned by ~ bona fide Agricultural Business. 
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d. Hunting o·r Sporting Animals with an Owner Possessing a Valid Hunting 
License. 

e. Animals with a Specific Health Cooc:lition(s) Attested to in Writing by a 
Practicing Licensed Veterinarian'indicating whether the health condition 
is temporary or permanent. 

E. REQUIREMENTS FOR USING DOGS FOR TH-E PURPOSE OF GUARDING 

1. Registration Required. Dogs used to guard business or commercial property 
m·ust be registered with Animal Services by the guard dog business owner. 
The- registration must be obtained by the dog owner, which may be a business 
providiog guard deg services. The registration must include name, physical 
and mailing address- aod telephone number, including an after-hours contact 
number, of the service's manager (i.e. dog owner); the breed, sex, weight, 
age, color, microchip registration number, other distinguishing physical 
features of the d~g; and, certification of rabies vaccination. 

2. Vaccination Required. Guard dogs must be vaccinated for rabies and 
registered with Animal Services no later than 72 hours after acquisition. 

3. R~gistr:ation fee. 11he fee for registration of a guard dog will be listed in the 
External Fee Manual. 

4. Registr;ation infor:mation Must be Posted. Each guard dog must be issued a 
separ,ate registration number by Animal Services. This number must be 
p_osted at the eotra_nce of any property using that guard dog service. At the 
time ef registratloo, e_ach dog will be microchipped and receive an identification 
tag that must be- affixed to the dog at all times. 

5. Guard Dog Register. Animal Services will maintain a guard dog register 
containing all required data. The guard dog .service or dog owner is required 
to provide immediate notice to Animal Services regarding the transfer of 
ownership, death, disappearance or annual rabies inoculation of a guard dog. 
Upon receipt .of the information, the appropriate entry will be made· io the 
re·gister. If the guard dog has disappeared, an entry must be made to reflect 
the locale and: reason of the disappearance. 

6. Righi to tn.spect. 'Registration of a gu·ard dog provides Animal Services with 
tl]e. (E{asqi;labl~! rigl)t to enter and inspect all kennels housing guard dogs and 
other premises where such dogs are in use to ensure owner registration 
compliance. 

7. Probibit(Jd Activity. It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to own or 
harbor any guard dog in the county that' has not been inoculated, registered 
and microchipped as provided under this ordinance. 
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8_. Ttansportati0o of· Guard Dogs. Any vehicle used by a guard dog service to 
transport guard .dogs must be clearly rnarked, showing that it is transporting a 
guarcf'dog,. .A cQ'rnpa_itm~nt separ~te {rem the driver and separating each dog 
is requfrec:L The compartment(s) ·must be arranged to ensure adequate 
ventilation Jor e_ach animal. 

9. Utilization, GenerallY. Persons or entities that hire or use a guard dog service 
to patrol the premises must provide ad,E3quate fencing or some other 
appropriate confin'ing structure to keep the guard dog within the enclosed area. 

10. Utilization Durinf] Business Hours. Persons who hire or use a guard dog 
service to paVol foe premises during that bqs[ness' operating hours must have 
the guard dog confined in such a manner so as not to pose a danger to the 
general public. 

11. PosJ(tig WC!mihg Sighs. At each appropriaJe location and entry point, and at 
50 foot interv(31sal6ng the fence perimeter, if applicable, a sign must be posted 
including the words "Guard Dog," with a dog picture, provided by Animal 
.se·rvices with fees set by the External Fee Manual, 

1.2../Josting RegiSfration Information. The guard dog registration number must be 
posted at all entry points. 

13.HU[J1alle Tre.C1tment, Dogs used for guarding businesses are considered t0 be 
a domestic an-imatand are afforded all of the protections of this ordinance. 

"14.Prohibition_, _ No dog that has been classified as dangerous or vicious by 
ArlimPI Services r;nay be used as a guard dog. 

1~5_. Prohibition. The .use of a dog to guard residential prope-rty is prohibited. 

'16. Excepti,on for L~W Enforcement. ·Exc~pt for animals utilize-d by . law 
. enforcement, person_s ·using animals traineP .as attack dogs for bU.sin.ess 
p_urp_o:ses must comply with the provisions· of this section. 

SECTION "TEN-: LICENSE ORCOUNTY TAG FEES 

A Fee Arifbunf The; B'oard of County Cor;nmissioners will set the fee by Resolution . 
. _ The :aril0untof'the fee·will be published in tl:fe External Fee Manual. 

B. payme_ii_t-of Fe~. The established license fee must be paid at the time the license 
tag 'is pro:vid~ed:to:the anhnal's owner. 
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C. Collection· of License Fee by Others. 

1. License or C,mmty Tag fees collected by a County-authorized agency or a 
liE;ensed veterinarian must be proper-ly documented and remitted to Animal 
Sef\li<;:es withih 4'5 days of the sale of the tag. 

2. Auth0rized s~Uers of the Lee County lic.ense must sell the license at the fee 
levels approved by the Board. However, authorized sellers may charge a 
reasonable administrative fee to cover the costs of providing the license tag 
s~rvice. The. aelr}liJH$trative fee charged by an authorized seller cannot exceed 
the gmmmt set for:tli in the External Fee Manual. If an authorized seller 
charges an admir:llstrative fee, notice mus~ be provided to the purchaser 
regarding the amount of the administrative fee charged and inform the 
purch_cfser"that'the ad_hiiflistrative fee can be avoided by purchasing the license 
tag direGtly frofn Animal Services. The C!Uthorized seller may not add the 
administrative fee to the cost of a licens.e but must list the administrative fee as 
a separate .item on· the invoice/receipt provided to the purchaser. 

3.. Ar;1 authorized seller of liG_ense tags must keep' complete and accurate records 
of tags. sold and or:r. hand as inventory. All theft or loss must be reported 
immediately to the proper authority, and a copy of the offiCial law enforcement 
report mustbe\ptovided to Animal Services. Unexplained shortage~/,losses of 
tags or sales oftags ·at the incorrect prices are the responsibility ofthe seller. 

SECTION ELEVEN: BREEDER CERTIFICATES 

A. Cerlifit:at~ Reqtlirect A certificate issued by Animal Services is required in QrdE;ir 
to legally breed a domestic dog or cat or offer a domestic dog or cat for breeding 
or stud purposes. The breed of dog or cat must be registered with a nationally 
recogt;i.Z~d dog or ce1t olub. The certificate is subject to annual renewal. 

B. Fees. ihe cost c;>f the certificate and other related fees are as set forth in the 
Extetn·al Fee Manual. 

C. Certificate Application Requirements. 

1.. Br:e·ed$r:s of domestic animals of a nationally recognized dog or cat club must 
~Liprnit a. cor:ilplete·d application (available from Animal Services). The 
Jollowibg ffiU$t' gCeornpariy the breeder c.ertificate application for each animal 
listed,: 

a. A .cur:rent rabies certificate; 

b. A c.wtent GoLJnty license; 

c. Evidence of current annual boosters/vaccinations; 
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d. Micr0chip registration; and 

e. National breed registration. 

2. Un~st~rilized animals housed in or on the premises of the owner, without the 
owner possessing. a valid breeder certificate, . proof of national breed club 
registratiofl or proof nr certificate of sterilization (or proof of medical exemption 
from a licensed veterinarian in the St~te of Florida), may be impounded by 
Animal Services. The owner will be responsible for paying the applicable 
County fees, including sterilization fees, for redemption of the animal if a 
breeder certificate is not obtained or approved by Animal Services within ·5 
cons·ecutive days of the date of impoundment. 

D. Record Keeping and Quarterly Reporting. 

1. Consistent with §877.14, F.S., the breeder must keep a complete and true 
record. of all. anima'! sales transactions, showing ·the date of the transaction and 
the. name ,and address of the person from whom each animal was purchased 
or .otherwise obtained and to whom each animal was sold or otherwise 
traf)~ferred.. Tbe r~Cords must also include a sufficient description of the 
animal such as bred, sex, color, markings and distinguishing features. 

2. On a quarterly- basis, the name, address and telephone numbers of the· new 
owner of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten must be provided to Animal' Services. 
Par purposes of thjs section the term "quarterly basis" means the calendar 
quarters ending March 31, June 30, September 30 and December 31. 

E. Certificates. 

1. Requirement to Provide Certificate ·and Registration(s). The breed~r is 
required to provide the new owner with a certificate identifying- their breeder 
certificate number and the breed of the animal purchased. The breeder must 
als'6 provide a copy of the official certificate, of veterinary inspection-, prepared 
ih ac·cor:darilce. with~ §828.29, Florida Statutes, to the buyer of the animal, a111d 
the reg\str:afion from the nationally recognized dog or cat club. 

2, Cetaf{¢at? Ql!Jtahoo, A breeder certificate is valid for a period of 1 calendar 
year ~nd must be renewed annually with Animal Services. 

3. Certificate Renewal. Renewal applications for certificates must be made 
within 30 days prior to expiration of the annual breeder certificate. · 

4. Gertlfie.atf:J. Not Trcmsf~rable. A breeder certificate is not transferrable, 
assignable or refundable. 

Page 22 of 42 



F. MinimutnAge,: Breeders are prohibited trooo offering puppies or kittens for sale 
or give away under the age of 8 weeks. However, this does not prevent the 
surrender of an an"irnal to a shelter at any age. 

G. Advert;sing Requjrements. The breeder certificate number must be stated on all 
advertisements and literature concerning the sale: or free give away of a domestic 
dog or cat produced by the breeder's business. 

H. Inspection Authority. At::ceptance of a breeder c_ertificate from Animal Services 
constitl:ltes agreement to inspection of the breeding premises at reasonable times 
by an Animal Control Officer. Refusal to allow inspection of an animal or the 
premises eonstitutes a violation and may result in the revocation of the breeder 
certificate. 

I. Basis for Denial of Certificate. Breeder certificates may not be issued to an 
individual .or business, or business involving a person convicted or otherwise 
fo~.;Jntl guilty of an offertse inVolving cruelty to anfma,ls or Where a fin'al judgment 
has been entered against the applicant under §828,073, F.S., or any other state's 
reg-ulations prohibiting animal neglect or mistreatment. A breeder certificate may 
also not be issued where. there is any other person on or within the same 
prernis_es Who ha,s been convicted or othe.rwise found guilty of an offense 
invofvlng cruelty to aoimals or where a final judgment has been entered against a 
r:>erson under §828.073, F.S. 

J. Bas/s:for OeniatofRenewal. Breeder certificates will not be renewed to individuals 
or ousinesse~ that are not operating in full compliance with this ordinance. 

:K. Violatieas. The f0Jiowing actions constitute a violation of this section and the 
Ordinance. 

·1, Failure to obtain a certificate prior to operating as a breeder. 

2. Continuing to operate a breeding business after a certificate is expired; failure 
to fitne.ly renew a certificate. 

·3.. QQu~r;iterfeitibg a. P:reeder certificate or official certificate of veterinary 
in~p.ectJon. · 

4. Malicious dest~uctfon of a valid breeder certificate. 

5. Providi-ng false information on the certificate application. 

6. Violation fat Nof)-p()$S.ession of Breeder Certificates. Unsterilized animals 
ho.use.d in. or Qn tbe premises of the owner', without the owner possessing a 
valid bre'eder certificate, proof of certificate .of sterilization or proof of medical 
ex€mYption :t~om a licensed veterinarian in the State of Florida, may be 
impo_unded by Adimal Services. The . owner will be responsible for the 
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payment of all aJmlicC1ble fees, including, sterilization fees, for redemption of 
animals if a breede.r ce'rtificate is not obtained or approved by.AI!Iimal Services 
within 5 con·secuti!Je days of impoundment 

L. Agricultural Werking Deg Exemption. Agri<::ultural working dogs owned by a bona 
fide Agricultural Bus·iness are exempt under this Section. 

SECTION TVVELYI;: PET DEALERSHIPS I PET STORES 

A. Certificate Required. A certificate issued by Animal Services is required to 
legallY sell a dog. or cat b,y a pet dealership/pet store. The breed of dog or cat 
ml!st.Qe· registered with a nationally recognized dog or cat club. The certificate 
is subject to annual renewal. 

B. Certificat~ .Fees: The cost of the certificate and other related fees are as set 
forth ih the ExteJncil Fee Manual. 

C. Certifieate Applicatiofil Requirements. Pet dealerships selling animals must 
complete a Pet Dee1lership Application. A cbpy of the applicant's current 
business liceh.$e from the Lee County Tax) Collector and occupancy permit 
must accompany the application. 

D. ·Record Keeping. Consistent with §877.14, F.S., the pet dealership must keep 
a conWiete and tf:Ue record of all animal sales transactions, showing the date· of 
the tr.ansaction amt the .name and address of the person from whom each 
animal was purchased or otherwise obtained_ and to whom each animal was. 
sold or otherwise transferred. The records, must also include a sufficient 
oescti_piion Qf toe animal such as bred, sex, color, markings and distinguishihg 
featores. 

E. . Quaderly Reperting.. On a quarterly basis,· the name, address and teJephc:me 
nUmp~(S ofthe neW owner of any dog, cat,. puppy or kitten must be. proVided to 
Animal S:ervices. For purposes of this sec.tion the term "quarterly basis~· means 
the:.~::alemciar quarters ending March 31, JL:me 30, September 30 and Decer;nber 
.31' 

F. Requirement to Provide Certificate and Registration. The. pet de.C11ership is 
required to pr.o.vide 'the new owner with a certificate identify~ng their pet 
dealer:ship certifidate number and the breed of the animal purchased. The pet 
dealership m'l:Jst also ·provide the buyer with a copy of the official certificate of 
veterit:J.acy' iJ:tspectiO:iJ.· prepared in acQotdance with §828.29, F.S., and the 
registration fr;om .the nationally recognized dqg or cat club. 

G. Advertising Requirements. The pet dealership must list their· pet dealership 
certificate f)l.frnbet QIJ all advertisements a[ld literature concerning the sale or 
free. give away· of a domestic dog or cat. The pet dealership certificate number 
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must be r;>rom'inently· displayed on a store front window or door or in a public 
lobby area for public viewing. 

H. Certificate Dure1tlon. A pet dealership certificate is valid for 1 year from the date 
of issuance. 

I. Certificate Renewal. The certificate must be renewed annually. Renewal 
applications fqr certificates must be made within 30 days prior to expiration of 
the annual pet dealership or certificate. 

J. Certificate Non Transferable. A pet dealership certificate is not transferrable, 
assignable or refundable. 

K. Prohibition on Sale or Give Away Under 8 Weeks of Age. A pet dealership may 
not offer puppies or kittens for sale or give away under the age of 8 weeks; 
however, animals may be surrendered to an .animal shelter at any age. 

L. Inspection Authority. Acceptance of a pet dealership certificate from Animal 
Services constitutes agreement to inspection of the pet dealership premises at 
reasona_ble tit:nes by an Animal Control Officer. Refusal to allow inspection of 
an animal or the premises constitutes a violation and may result in the 
revocation of the pet dealership certificate. 

M. Alteration of Oestr:uction of Certificate. It is a violation of this ordinance to alter 
or counterfeit a pet de_alership certificate or .official certificate of veterinary 
inspection, or mali"ciously destroy a pet deaiership certificate. 

N. Providing False Information. It is a violation ofthis ordinance to provide false 
information on the certificate application. 

0. Basis tor Denial of Certificate. A pet dealership certificate may not be issued to 
an inaividu.al or business, or business involving a person convicted or otherwise 
found guilty of ·an offense relating to crUelty to animals or where a final 
Judgment has been entered against the applic~nt under §828, F.S., or any other 
stC~te;s. regulations prohibiting animal neglect or mi_streatment. A pet dealership 
·certifiGate may also not be issued where there is any other person on or· with rn 
the same premises who has been convicted or otherwise found guilty of an 
offense involving cruelty to animals or where a final judgment has been entered 
against a person under §828, F.S. 

P. Basis.forDenialofRenewal. A pet dealership certificate will not be renewed for 
the. individUals or businesses that are not operating in full compliance with this 
ordinance. 

Q, Violations. The following actions constitute a violation of this section and the 
Ordinance. 
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1, Failure to obtalo :a certificate prior to qperating as a pet dealership. 

2. co"ntinui:ng tp ope(cite a pet dealers_hip after a certificate is expired, including 
a failure to timeiy renew a certificate. 

3. Counterfeiting .~f pet dealership certifieate, or official certificate of veterinarian 
inspection. · 

4. Malicious destruction -of a valid pet dealership certificate. 

5. Providing false information on the certificate application. 

6. Violations ,of thi~ section; including operating without a valid pet dealership 
certificate, may 1result in impoundment olall animals found on the premises. 

SECTION THIRT~EN: IMP.OUNDMENT PROVISIONS 

A. Impoundment of Animals Found in Distress. Animal Control Officers have the 
authority·to impound any animal found to be cruelly treated or in obvious distress. 
Any a_nirna! so Impounded m(!y be seen by a veterinarian without the owner's conse·nt 
tdr examination and/or treatment, if necessary. The owner of the impounded animal 
will be liable for any and all costs incurred. Any .animal impounded under the 
provisions of this Ordinance and not redeemed by its owner prior to the expiration of 
the established holding period become the property of Animal Services. 

B. Surrender of Stray Animals. Stray animals must be surrendered to the custody of 
Animal Services within 24 hours. The surrendered animal will. be held by Animar 
Service-s to· provide th_e 6\/Vhers an opportunity to reclaim their animal during the stray 
holding :Period. A finder may adopt the surrer;1aered animal, if LHiclaihled by the 
owner and prior to the expiration of the stray holding period the finder submits :aA 

. adoption appli<:;ation and the aaoption is approved by Animal Services. Exempt from 
this Section are TNR felines. displaying an eartip. 

C.· Holding Peiiods; Redemption and Disposition of Animals. 

1. Es.tablisheci HC:Jldihg Periods. The established holding periods for ·.animal$ 
impounded by Animal Services are as follows: 

a. Stray dog with.out identification 

b, Stray do·g·, feline of.'ferret with identification 

·C, Fellliles, feral or small mammals and reptiles 

2. HoldihgPetiod Exceptions . 

. a. Stray holding periods do not apply to: 
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1.) Sick, injUred, di~eased or orphcmed sucklings; or 

2.) Wila animals regUlated by state wildlife agencies. 

b. Litters of ani'mal~ or· individual mernbe.rs of a litter of animals, including the 
pregnant or nurrs'fng mother and unweaned animals, not possessing a valid 
CoL:Jnty license and/or microchip may be transferred immediately upon 
impoundment to ·a private sheltering agency, rescue group or individuals for 
the purpose ofa(jdption. 

c. lnaividual members of a litter of animals,, who are at le~st 6 weeks of age, 
in'duding the mother, may be adopted immediately upon impoundment. 

d. Tbe holding period may be extended or reduced at the discretion of Director to 
relieve .animalsuffering or to limit disease contag.ious to humans and animals 
housed at Animal Services. 

3. Custorijy9f AnifnEl! Df)e[lled Abandoned. Any qog, cat or ferret not redeemed by 
its owner prior to the ·expiration of the stray holding period will be deemed 
abandoned and become the property of Animal Services. 

4 .. V~tetihapian Tre.at!J)tml Dating Impoundment, Animal Services n:1ay utilize the 
service$ of a veterinarian to treat sick, injured or diseased animals while· the 
animal is impounded. 'the animal owner will be responsible for the payment <:?fall 
su_ch costs incurred upon redemption of the animal. 

5._ Conditions of Redemption. 

a: ~lability for lmpo't.mdment Fees and Costs. Any person seeking to redeem or 
.teclaihl an anirn.al itnpounded under the provi§ions of this Ordinance must pay. 
the impoundment fee.s, boarding fees, license fees and all other fees resulting 
.from impounding. and caring for the animal. 

b. Rabies Vaccination. 'If an animal released from Animal Services does not. 
possess a valid rabies· vaccination and license, the owner must agree .to .. obtain 
9 license ·and rabies Vl:fccination w,,thin a period of time after redemptibtl 
specified t5YAnimp'l Se!Vices. The certificate ot' vaccination must he ·provided 
to. Animal. Services as a prerequisite to issuance of the license. IHiie owner of 
the redeemed animal does not obtC1ir:dt:!.~ r:apies vaccination a.nd li~~n~e within 
the specified time frame, Animal Servic.es q1ay issue a citatton for this failure. 

c. ProofofOwnership. Proof of ownership is required for redemption of animals. 
Proof of ownership .inc!u_c:les, but is h:ot li'rnited to, a valid County license, 

. veterinary records within the past 3 year.s, or a registered microchip. 
Additional. forms ·of -·identification or proof of ownership may be deemed 
ac·ceptable e3t the discretion of the Director. The person claiming unproven 
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ownership may be afforded the opp~ortunity to adopt the animal prior to the 
public at the djstretion of Animal .se·rvite$ with an approved adoption 
application; paY'ment of all applicable imgound f~es, daily board and adoption 
fees aod compliance with state statutes and local ordinances, including 
sterilization. 

d. MicroChipp1f)g. Prior to release from AnirnC11 Ser:vices' shelter, all dogs, cats 
and ferret's must be microchipped. The microchip will be registered to the pet 
owner. 

6. lmpo_undtneiJl Fees. Impoundment fees will be established by the Board in the 
External Fee Manual. 

7. Exotic Animal tmpot:mement. Exotic invasive animal species found at large and 
impounged will be lluroanely euthanized. However, the Director may grant an 
exemption to this r!=!gliirement for animals release.d· to an educational facility for 
study to assist in the control and removal of the species; or animals to be used for 
educational purposes to inform the public of the dangers of invasive exotic animal 
species. 

D. ADOPTION OF ANIMALS THAT ARE THE PROPERTY OF ANIMAL SERVICES 

1. AHirh';al Of9emed Property of Animal Services. Animals will be deemed the 
property of.Aflimal Services if: 

a. The animal owner voluntarily gives custody to Animal Services by signing a 
rel~ase form specific describing the animal and relinquishing custody of the 
ar:1imal to An'imal Services; 

b. The animal is aeemed abandoned under the provisions of this Ordinance; or 

c. Custody is obtained through judicial action. 

2. Adoption. Impounded dogs and cats that are deemed the property of Ar;~imal 
Services may be placed for ac:.ioption by Animal Services. Persons seeking to 
adept a. pet from Animal Services must file an adoption application and be 
approVed. by the DireCtor. The Director has the discreti'on to deny an adoption 
ap:plit:ation, and provide a reason for the denial. 

3. Cond_iti,bt:J~ of Adoption. 

a. As a condition of adoption; the prospective owner must agree to: 

1) Sterilize the .animal prior to its entering their home; or 
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2) Submit the written recommendation of a licensed veterinarian clearly 
indicating· that sterilization is not appropriate or should otherwise be 
deferred aJid why. 

b .. ·Any person that .adopts an unaltered animal is required to leave a sterilization 
deposit, which will be fully refunded upon pro·or that the sterilization has been 
accomplished O( if .a permanent exemption is provided in writing from a 
licensed veterinarian. 

E. QUARANTINE OF ANIMALS FOR RABIES OBSERVATION 

1. OLiarqntin~ of Animals Witflout Identification. AnV stray dog, cat or ferret, without 
identification, that .bites or scratches a person will be impounded by Animal 
Services and held .in quarantine for a minimum p·eriod of 1 0 days from the date of . 
the bite or scratch for rabies observation. Available information regarding the 
animal's descriptiort current rabies vaccination date; .owner's name, address and 
telephone_ number; the name of the animal; the address ·and telephone number of 
person bitten or scratched; and location of the wound will be reported to the 
Department of Health. Animals not redeemed within the 1 0-day quarantine period 
will be considered ·abandoned property of Animal Services. 

2. Quarantir:w of Animals With Identification. Dogs; cats or ferrets with identification 
tnat have bitten a human. may be permitted to be quarantined at home for a 
itlif:liniU{n period. of 10 days from the date of bite or scratch for rabies observation 
puFsuant to a Home· .Quarantine Agreement with Animal Services. Information 
regarding the animal's description; current rabies vaccin?tion date; owner's name, 
a·ddress and telephone number; the name of the animal; the address qnd 
tel~phone nur:nber·of person bitten or scratched; and location of the wound will be 
r:eported· to the Departme-nt of Health. An owner' whose animal has bitten or 
seratched a human mt:.~st comply fully with the section of the Florida Administrative 
Code applical:>le to Control of Communicable Diseases & Conditions Which May 
Sigl)i~i¢antly Affect Puplic Health (currently indexed under Chapter 64D-3). 

No owner of an anim9l placed under a Home Quarantine Agreement for rabies 
observation may violate the Home Quarantine Agreement. 

3:. Duty to Report. Any person having knowledge that an animal he3s bitten or 
otherwise exposed a· person or any other animal to rabies is required to report the 
'ih<iident immediatelyto.the Department of Health. 

4. Refusal to Qt.J;:{r:a{ltine Animal. It is a violation of this Ordinance for any person to 
refuse to surrender -an .animal for quarantine- when quarantine is required by state 
or local reg~:~ lations. 

o;. E¥9minafiqli1 by St"qt~ Board of Health. Arw dog, cat or ferret that dies or is 
humanely euthaniz:esj while under quarantine will undergo pathological 
examination performed by the State Board of Health. It is a violation of this 
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Ordinanc::e fer aoy r:>erson to refuse to surrender tne body of a deceased animal 
while under quarantin·e. · 

6. Prohibited Actions Regarding Potential ITJfectious Animals. It is a violation of this 
Ordinance for anyone to .kill or remove from Lee: County, Florida, without the 
express written cOQsent of Animal Services or the Health Department, any of the 
foliowing: 

a. A rabid animal; 

b. An animal' sus"pected of rabies or any other infectious or contagious 
dfsease; 

c. An animal exhibiting unusual behavior; 

d. An animf!l that has scratched or bitten a person; or 

e. An animal under quarantine. 

7 .. Peaaiiies for Violation. Any person violating the provisions of this Secti0n iY!ay be 
punished as provided under this ordinance or as provided for in the Florida 
Statutes. 

SECTiON FOURTEEN: ENFX)RGEMENT 

A. FINES, FEES AND PENALTIES 

1., Fees. All tines c:md f'ees, including licensing fees, .are set by Resolution of the 
Board .of County Commissioners and are included in the External Fee Manual. 

· 2.. ViolaUon. A violatjo·n of this Ordinance constitutes a civil infraction subject to a . 
·fine of up to $5~00 .as set forth Lee County ApiJlini~trative Code 3-11. Pfbset:.uti'on 
or .:Citation for :a vio.lation of this ordinance does· not ·eliminate the right of the .State 
to ptqs·ecute relateEJ statutory criminal offenses whether or not the basis 'of the 
cr:iminal':offense is set forth in this Ordinance, 

3. Fee lo Animal Care Trust Fund. In addition to any penalty ordered. to b_e paid ·by a 
court' for a violation :of this Ordinan·ce, either with or without an adjudication of 
gUilt', ~violator must ·alsb·pay $25.00 to'the, Lee County Demestic Animal Services. 
Animal Gqr~ Tfi.J$t: Fu~od. · This is a rnaf:l(jatqry payment. The payment will b'e 
collected by tbe Qferk of the Court and paid over to the County's Animal Care 
Trust Fund at the same time and .in the same manner as other funds so 
transferred .. 

4:. Sqrcharg'fi. AniJtiC1l Services may impose :and collect the maximum surcharge as 
c 

s·et fortb ib §82a.27(4)(o), F.S., upon eact') civil penalty imposed for a violation of 
an ordinance ~relating· to animal control· or cruelty. The proceeds from such 
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surcharge Will be use.d to pay the costs of training animal control officers for Lee 
County .. 

B. ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS 

1. Enforcement entities. The provisions of this ordinance are subject to enforcement 
by Animal Control Officers as well as the various law enforcement entities in Lee 
County. 

2. Impoundment Authority Animal Control Officers have the· authority to impound 
any animal in violation ofthis Ordinance by using recognized capture techniques 
and methods. Such methods and techniques ma,y include but are not limited to: 
leashes, control poles, nets, humane traps arid recognized tranquilizer equipment. 

3. Seizing an Unrestrained Animal. An Animal Control Officer may incapacitate an 
animal by the most reasonable and humane means then available if; after a 
r~a,sonable effort, the seizure of an unrestrained animal that has violated the 
provision$ of this ordinance cannot be made, the animal is deemed to be 
dangerous, vicious, or an injury or physical condition is causing the animal to 
suffer. 

' 
4. Citations. The provisions of this ordinance will be enforced through the use of th.e 

citation process set forth in §828.27, Florida Statutes. An Animal Control Officer 
m~ayissue a citation if the Officer has probable cause to believe that a person has 
c·ommitted an act in violation of this Ordinance. The Officer also has the 
di'scretlbn to issue a warning notice to the animal owner or the owner's agent if, in 
the opinion of the Officer, the situation warrants notice as opposed to citation. 

5, Content. Any citation issued by an Animal Control Officer must contain the 
following: 

a. The date and approximate time the civil infraction was committed. 

b_. The ·facts constituting probable cause. 

c. The ordinance provision violated. 

d. the.'name and authority of the Officer. 

e. The pr,ocedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty, to 
contest the citation, or to make a mandatory appearance in county court, if a 
rnan·datdty appe~rance is required by Lee County Administrative Code 3-11. 

f. The ·applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation. 

g. The .applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation. (This 
amount must be les.s than the penalty attributable to the contested violation.) 
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h. A con~;p(cuG(js staJement that if the pers_b~n fails to p_ay the civil penalty withih 
the time allowed., er fails to appear in court to contest the citation, the person 
will .be deemed to have waived the rig_ht to contest the citation and that 
judgment may be ~ntered against the person for an amount up to the 
maximum Civil perjalty. 

i. A conspicuous ;statement that if appearance in court is mandatory the person 
does n·ot have the option of paying a fine in lieu of appearing in court. 

6. Refu_s_al to Sign of Accept a Citation. Any person that willfully refuses t0 sign and 
accept a Citation issued by an officer is guilty, of a misdemeanor of the second 
degre·e, pl:lnishable as previded for in Florida Statutes. (See §162.21, F.S.) 

7. Order to ShoW Caose .. It a person fails ·to p<W the civil penalty, fails to appear in 
ceurt to comtest the ;ditation, or fails to make the mandatory court appearance 
required .~nder Administrative Code 3-11, then the Court may issue an order to 
show ce1use upon the request of the County. The order will requife the persb'n to 
appear before the court to explain why action on the citation has not been taken. 
It the person subject tG the order to show cause fails to appear in response to the 
court's diredive, the pers0n may be held in contempt of c·ourt. 

8. · Stan.dard Q.fRrobf pqriog a .hearing regarding the. charge cited, the County must 
preve the existence of the violation by a preponderance of the evidence. -

SECTION FIFTEEN: VIOLATIONS 

A. -CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

1. Violations. The ·following actions ef any person, owner, owner's agent,. caregiver 
. or ~eeper ate proR_ibited and constitute a violation of this ordinance and §828.12, 
Fl0rida Statutes; 

a. Tbe failure to provide the animal with adequate food, water, shelter or 
\Zeterinar:y care. 

b: . _Restrain'ing or confining an animal by any means other than those defined in 
tt:iis Ord.ihEJl:lce. 

c., The .keeping of ah artimal .in unsanitary cohclitions, or in areas where there is 
verm~n,harboring debris or other material that can provide an opportunity for 
injury or a danger to the animal's health or welfare. 

d. N_egle.ctihg, beatir:ig, cruelly treatrng, ove·rworking, overloading, abusing, 
mutllafihg-or killing Ph ~nit:nal under a person's. care, custody and/or control. 

e. Abandoning .any animal' in any public or private place. If an Animal Control 
Officer suspects that an anim-al has t:~e·en .abandoned on private property, but 
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such animal.does not appear to be in immediate distress or danger, the Officer 
may leave notices, posted in a conspicuous place in.forming the_owner or agent 
to contact 'said Offio;er within 24 hours. Failure to do so may result in the 
animal being removed by the Animal Control Officer. The animal will become 
the proper:ty.:af Anim~l Services if not retleemed within the established holding 
period. The· Offjcer rn~y issue citations if the owner or agent is subsequently 
lo.cated. Pefin_es displaying an eartip from this TNR program are exempt from 
this Section. 

f. Mdle.sting or penetrating an animal or using the body parts of an animal for 
sexual gratification. · 

g. Procuring an animal, for the purposes of abuse, bloodletting, killing or human 
sexual gratification. 

h. Leaving or depositing poison, or any substance containing poison; in a 
common ·street, r.oad, alley, lane or thoroughfare of any kind, or in any yard or 
enc;losure (including on the owner's property) that could inflict injury or kill any 
animal. 

1. Advertising to perf~rm, or performing, the cropping of ears or docking the. tail 
or cu'fting of the vocal cords of any animal, unless this pro·o;edore was 
·pertor(T:led by a li¢ensed veterinarian. 

j. Branding, pierGing (other than microchip insertion) or tattooing for the purpose 
of artistry and not identification. 

k, ·Keeping an animal in any enclosure without daily exercise. 

2. Additional Violations. Possession of an anilillal with an unhealed wound· relating 
t.o an ear or _ears cut oJf or cropped, or a tail docked tail, constitutes prima facie 
evid.ence of a violation, unless the person in possession or control o.f the animat 
can produce pmof that the cropping or docking was performed by a licens·ed · 
v·eterinatian. 

3 ... Slciughtet-: Th"e human·e, slaughter of livestock or wild animals for food purpose.s, 
(ihdi:jdiri§ bUt not limited to all lawful·.hunting activities) is e·xernpt fr.om th·e 
pj;ovisiqns ofthis Section. The slaughter of domestic dogs, cats or ferrets for th:e 
Pllrpose pf ccYn$Dt:nptit>fl.. is prohibited. For the purposes of this· Section, the term 
''slaugf:lter'' is defined ih aqtordance with §828.23(3), F.S. 

H. ANIMAL FIGHTING OR BAITING 

The tonowing actions 0f ~ny person, owner,. own~r's agent, caregiver or keeper 
are p~ohibited and constitute a violation o{this ordinance and F.S. §828.122. 
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1. Knowingly owning, managing or operating a facility kept or used for fighting or 
baiting an)' animal. 

2. Owning, possessing, keeping, breeding, transporting, baiting, training, using, 
promoting, purchasing or knowingly sellin-g any animal for animal fighting or 
baiting. 

3. Owning, possessing, or selling equipment or paraphernalia for use in any 
activity described in this section. 

4. Ovvning,. leasjn·g, managing, operating or having control of any property kept or 
u.sed for any activity des_cribed in this section. 

5.. Promoting, staging, advertising, or charging an admission fee to fighting or 
baiting between two or more animals. 

6. Bettfng or wagering money or other valuable consideration on the fighting or 
baiting of animals. 

7. Attending the fightihg or baiting of animals as a spectator. 

C. COMMUNITY CAT COLONIES 

Car~g'ivers of a co:an:nutiity cat or community cat c_olony may be de_emed exempt 
unaer the provisions of License Requirements and Animal Identification 
Requirements of this Ordinance, by: 

1. Regularly feeding the community cat colony, including weekends and holidays. 

2. Insuring sanitary conditions at all times. 

3 .. Regularly and frequently trap the community cats over the age of 12 weeks for 
purposes of sterilization. 

4~. Identifying all community cats by tipping their ears and implanting with .a 
microchip·. 

·5., Vaccir.~atimg all communit)' cats against rabies. 

q. Ensur:ih!:) that 1all community cats with illness and/or injury that cannot .be 
provided wiih treatment will be hQmanely euthanized to prevent pain and 

. suffering. 

7.. Ensuring that caregivers are not permitted to release community cats onto 
enV.ironroentally eye:nsitive conservatior:1 la_tld and private or public property 
without the permission of the property owner. 
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8. Recogn'lzing that any caregiver determined to be· in violation of the Nuisance 
Animal '.sectie>n of this ordinance will be issued a written warning and be 
permitteq '30 ·day$ to come into compli(3nce. Failure to comply may result in 
theissuance.ofa citatibn. · 

D. CONCEALMENT OF ANIMALS 

The following activities .constitute a violation ofthis ordinance: 

1. Concealin,g, .hiding or confining an animal that belongs to another person or for 
which legal title is not held. 

2, ConGealing, hiding or confining an an_imaJ involved in a formal investigation 
involving a bite, scratch or rabies exposure incident. " 

3. Concealing, hiding or confining any animal that is the subject of an 
investigatiOn by Ariimal Services. 

E. PROHIBITING ANIMALS FROM RUNNING AT.,LARGE 

1. It' js !Jnl_awfi..JI tor a; domestic animal to stray, run, go or roam at-large in or upon 
any public street, sidewalk, school ground$,. in the area of school vehiCles, 
beaches, parks; or ori the private property. of others without consent of the 
property owner. 

2. Arily anirnaJfound in violation of this Section may be impounded immediately. 

3. Any person may seize an unrestraineq animal, unattended animal, or animal at 
lqrge on his or her property and surrender the animal within 24 hours to Animal 
Servic.es .for dlsp.ositlon. Any person seizing ant.mrestrained or animal at latge 
must cap>ture the animal in a safe and humane manner and may empfoy 
certain humane traps for such purpose. 

F. THREATENING OR MENACING BEHAVIOR 

Aoom~sfic Ciflitn~l a,ctjqg in a threatening or men_ating manner toward a person or 
anoJher·an'lr:nc:il wh'ile off ofthe domestic aninial owner's property is prohibited. 

(~. FAILURE T<) OONP.IN8 FEMALE DOGS AND CATS IN SEASON 

It is unlawful for the· owner (or agent) of any female animal in season to fail to 
prot~cfthe animal from unplanned breeding. 

H. OPPOSIN,G AN ANTMAL CONTROL OFFIGER 

1. It is unJC3Wfi.JI fOf any person to oppose·, resist, obstruct, hinder or in any 
manner prevent an Animal Control Officer from performing lawful duties. 
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2. It is t!mlawft:~l to tear .down,. burn, deface·, destmy or otherwise damage any 
·anirtl'al sh~ltet, $quiprnent, or vehicle; or, to reJease Qr .remove any animal from 
the cttstody of ·ah Animal Control Officer, Animal Services shelter or a trap 
owned by Animal Services. 

3. It is unlawful for a p·erson to willfully and knewingly provide false or misleading 
·information to Ahim~l Services regarding animal ownership, licensing, rabies 
vaccination, med}cal treatment and condition or any other matters pertaining to 
the enforcement of state law or county ordinance. 

I. INHUMANE TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

It is unlawful for any person to sell, offer for sale, or give away as merchandising 
premiums, baby chickens, ducklings, or other fowl under four weeks of age, or 
rabbits wnder two months of age, to be used as pets, toys or retail premiums. 

J. AN.frv1AlS IN MOTOR VEHICLES 

1. The owner or operator of a motor vehic;;le :may not place or allow an animal to 
be· confir;~ed in an unghended motor vehicle without sufficient ven.tilation or 
u.n<!Jer conditions potentially endangering the health or well-being of the animal 
due to heat, lack' of water or any other circumstances that may cause 
suffering, disability or death. 

2. tt is t:mlawful to transport an animal in any vehicle of open design unless the 
animal is safely and humanely restrained by a secured, ventilated cage or 
crate to prevent injury. The size of the cage :or crate must provide the animal 
With spac~ ·~o move gbdut and lie down. A solid covering over the top and 
bottom of th~ eage or crate must be used to provide proper protection from the 
elements during transport. 

3. Any Animal· Contr01 Officer or Law E~forcernent Officer that observes an 
a.hirpat in ~ mqtor veh'icle in obvious dc:(nger or distress may enter the motor 
vehicle by ·ahy means necessary to remove and impound the animal or 
Jrc:trtspoti the: an:im.al to a veterinarian, if necessary. If the owner of th~ anima.l 
e.~nnoJ ·be .contaGted, the Animal Control Officer or Law ~nforcemerit Officer 
wru leave,, ln,.a prominent place in or upon the vehicle, a written notice as to the 
reasgn for removal of the animal. The owner of the animal and the owner of 
the motor vehiCle are responsible for any costs incurred. 

K. PROVIDINGFALSE OR MISLEADING INFORMATION 

· It is unlawful fo~ a person to willfully and knowingly provide false or misleading 
information to Animal Services regarding animal ownership, licensing, rabies 
vaccination,· medical treatment and condition and/or other matters pertaining to 
the enforcement of state law or county ordinance. 

Page 36 ofA2 



L. DOMESTIC ANIMAL$- NUISANCE BARKING 

It is a violation of this. ordinance for domestic animals to make unreasonable or 
prolonged noise 'that disrupts comfort or disfur:bs the peace or sleep of humans. 

SECTION SIXTEEN: DANGEROUS OR VICIOUSDOG DETERMINATIONS 

A. Dangerous Dog. A 'dog may be declared dangerous and may be automatically 
impounded ifthe dog according to the records of Animal Services: 

1. Has aggre.ssively bitten, attacked or endangered or has inflicted severe injury 
on a human be'ing on public or private property; 

2. Has more than once. severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off the 
owner's property; 

3. Has l:>een used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or is a dog 
trained for dog fighting; or 

4. Has been unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, 
sidewalks or any public grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of 
attack, provided that such actions are attested to a sworn statement by one or 
more persons ahd c:lwtifl.illy investigated by the appropriate authority. 

B. Vicious Dog. A dog may l:>e declared vicious and may be automatically impounded if 
the dog, according the records of the appropriate authority, has severely injured or 
killed a c:lotnestic a!Jimal while off the owner's property, provided that such actions are 
atteste.d to a sworn statement by one or more persons and dutifully investigated by 
the appropriate authority. 

C .. Written Notification. Upor::1 an initial determination finding a dog dangerous or vicious, 
the Director ofADimal Services, or a designee,· must prepare a written notification to 
the dog owner as defined in Lee County Administrative Code 1-1. 

D. RequesUorHe.ar:ing .. Qnee the owner has received written notice by Ar::1imal Service_s 
that tbeir dog has been deemed dangerous or vicious, the owner has· 7 days to file> a 
written r:eqoest for a hearing with Animal Services . .If the owner does not :file a written 
reqtJest within 7 days of receipt of notice from Animal Services, the dog will become 
the property"of.Atlintal Services. 

E. Release. Th.~ gog deemed dangerous or vicious may not be released by Animal 
Services to the owl'")er ,until completion of the hearing, expiration of any subsequent 
filed appeals and full payment of applicable fees 

F.- Heatjf?g Officer Detetminatipn. The hearing d'fficer -must issue a determination within 
3 calendar days after the· hearing is completed based upon a preponderance of the 
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evidence, All determin.atiens of the hearing offi<::er must: 

1. Be in writir:fg; 

2. Be signed afJd dated by the hearing officer; and 

.. 3. Be fact and conclusiGns of law, and served upon the owner by certified, hand 
delivery or perso'na'l service by the Lee County Sheriff's Office or other 
designe1ted speci(!l process server. 

G. Responsibility lor Fees After Abandonment. If ti;Je owner abandons the animal after 
the determination is made. t:>y the Hearing Officer that the animal is dangerous or 
vicious, the oWner will be re$ponsible for ahy applicable fees. Animal Services has 
the rig,ht to issue a writt~ri invoice for payn:ient to the animal's owner and take all 
ne'cessary and app~opriate legal action to obtain fees and costs evidenced by the 
invoice. 

H. NotificC1tion of Detefroiof)}ion. Upon notification by the hearing officer that the dog 
has_ b.een deemed dangero.us or vicious, .Animal .Services will notify the owner in 
writing'. The written. notification will be mailed ·certified mail, hand"'delivery, or 
per,sol'lal service by the Lee County Sheriff's Office or other designated special 
proce$$, SE?rver. The notice will inform the owner th~t a written Appeal of the hearing 
officer's <determination: 

. . -
t. May he filed im County Court within 10 business days of the owner's receipt of 

the notiGe of-cla~sification. 

2. The notice of classificatien will also inform the. owner that the subje.ct dog must 
follow all rules established for a declared dangerous or vicious dog-pending a 

· · ~esolutioli of any appeal filed by the owner. 

I. AppefJ/.ofD~ter:roination .. ·upon notice to Animal Services by the hearing officer that a 
dog has net been Classified as dangerous or vicious, Animal Services may .file a 

· wriftei'l -appeal .of the hear:i"ng officer's determination in County Court within 10 
. business days of the receipt ofthe notice of determination from the heming .officer. 

J~ R~gis(/i(l'tioti Requited: Within t<S days after a dog has been classified as dangerous 
or 'vic[oJJs· by A'oimal Servi¢es. and upheld on ?ppeal, the dog owner shall ob'tain a 
cectlfica1e q_(reg'l·stratidn for tbe dog frorn Animal Services. Upon lhe receipt of all 
·appli¢a'ble feJ:!S_:p.a'ip to Animal Services ana compliance with all requirements of this 
Ordinance, the· dangereus or vicious dog will be released to the custody ofits owner. 

K. App1icf1~ble Fee. Applicable fees are setforth in the External Fee Manual. 

Page 38 of 42 



L. A Certificate of Reg'istration may only be issued fo persons who are at least 18 years 
of age and posses·s :docl:Jhtentation attesting to~ 

1. A currer~t certificate of rabies vaccination for the dangerous or vicious dog. 

2. Warning· signs stating "Dangerous or ViCious Dog" have been posted at all 
entrypqtnt~ on lh~ property. Signage~ will be provided by Animal Services at 
the cost qfthe owner. 

3. The dangerous or vicious dog has been electronically implanted with a 
microchip by Anirflal SerVices or a licensed veteri'narian .. 

4·. Proof of sterilization or sterilization of the .dangerous or vicious dog by Animal 
Se.rvices will he performed prior to the dangerous or vicious dog's release to 
the custody ·ofthe: owner. 

5. Written, notarized ·approval by the legal property owner that a dangerous or 
vicious dog may be housed on the rented property. 

M. Daqgetou_$ ()t Vicious [)og ·Ownership. The owner of a dangerous or vicious dog 
must 'Immediately notify Animal Services within 24 hours if the dangerous or vicious 
dog: 

t Is missing or run.riihg at large. 

2. Has bitten or attacked a human being or a domestic animal. 

3. Is p~rrrianehtly rel9cated to a new address either within or outside of L~e
GoQnty. The owner must provide Animal Services witn. the physic~ I location 
(l'nciuding street address) of where the dangerous or vicious dog is now kept 

4.·. Is· deceased. The death of the dangereus or vicious dog must be confirmed ,ir::~_ 

.writing oY ~ licens~d veterinarian, inclu.diilg the electronic implantation number 
or the d_qngerous or vi_dous dog. 

5 .. Js trccmsf~rred to another owner. The current and new owner must appeqr ~t: 
Ao_imal ·Services in p;erson to cor:npleJe the transfer of owner;ship of a 
dangerous• or: vicious <:log. The new owner will be responsible: for-compliance 
with :tl;lis Ordinanc;;e; ~including requi~ements for a Dangerous or Vicious Dog 
arid payment of applicable fees outlined·in the External Fee. Manual 

N. Limitation on Use. Animals cla:ssified as dangeroLJs or vicious under this Ordinance 
may not be used for such purposes as guarding. 

0. Confinemen_t Requited. It is. a violation of this Ordinance for the owner of a 
dangeroUs or viCious animal to refuse or fail to confine or restrain such animal as 
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required by this Se.etion. Failu.re to comply with the requirements of this Section may 
result in the impoun9ment ahd euthanasia ofthe animal. 

P. Exceptions, An animal may not be classified as th(~atening, menacing, dangerous or 
vicious if the threat of injury was sustained by· a person who, at the time, was 
committin·g or attempting to commit a crime upon the owner of the animal, or who 
was committing a willful ~respass upon premises occupied by the owner of the 
animal! or who was teasing, tormenting, abusing· or assaulting the animal or its 
owner. 

SECTION SEVENTEEN: COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

A Inspection Animal Se.rvices has the authority to enter and ihspect any commercial 
domestic animal establishment in Lee County for the purpose· of ascertaining 
violations ofthis Ordinance or of Florida State Statutes. 

B. Productipn of Records. Any owner, manager or staff person, upon request of an 
Animal Control Officer, must produce any and all records pertaining to sale or 
pmchas·e of animals, veterinary care, rabies certification, health certification, feed 
recei.t>ts, I;>Usiness or exhibitors licenses or permits, relating to each domestic animal 
on the premises. 

C. Standards of Care. Stamiards of care required to be maintained at all commercial 
animal establishments in Lee County must include, but are not limited to: 

·1. Domestic animals must be given adequate food, water, shelter and veterinary 
care, as defined in this Ordinance. 

2. AJI. cages, kennels, stalls or enclosures must be cleaned daily. Any bedding 
.provided must .be. dean. 

3. In shops or kennels, room temperature must be maintained at a level that is 
healthful for every species of domestic animals kept on the premises. 
Adequate ventilation must be maintained. 

4.. 0Ut9oor oulldlr19s al]d sheds used for housing domestic animals must be well 
ventilate.d and prpvieie adequate protection {rom the elements. . . 

5·. Dor:Tilestie animals must have SlJfflcient space to stand up, lie down, and turn 
around in ·a natmal position, without touchi'ng the sides or top of the cage, stall, 
kennel or ·er:lclosure. Overcrowding w-ill be determined by the inspecting 
qffi9er. 

6 Demestie animals that appear to be unhealthy must be quarantined away from 
othe·r domestic animals to avoid the spread of disease and must be examined 
by a licensed veterinarian before being h'oused with or close to other domestic 
animals or sold. 
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7. Commercial animals are afforded all of the protections ofthis ordinance. 

D. Violations. Each domestic animal found in violation of this Section will be deemed a 
separate off~ose. 

SECTION EIGHTEEN: DiSPOSAL OF DEAD ANIMAL BODIES 

A. Disposal. Upcm the death. of an animal, the owner is responsible for disposing of the 
carcass· by burial at teQst two feet beloW the. surface of the groL;Jnd. The approved 
alternative method of disposal is cremation ata County-approved licensed crematory. 

B. Alternati.ve Disposal. Nothing in this Section prohibits the disposal of animal 
carcasses 'tc:> rendering companies licensed to do business in this state. 

C. No dumplng. It is also unlawful to dispose of the carcass of any animal by dumping 
the carcass on public property, road or right-of-way, pursuant to §823.041, F.S., as 
th:atsection may be am·en·de·d. 

SECTtON NiNETEEN: CC>f'fFLICTS OF LAW 

Whenever tbe requirements or provisions of this Ordinance are in conflict with the 
requirements or prov.isioh~ ·of any other lawfully adc:>pted ordiAance or statute, the most 
restrictive reql,lirer;nents will apply. 

SECTION TWENTY: s'EVERABILITY 

It fs· th~ Board of County Commissioner's intent that if any section, subsection, 
clause· or _provision of this ordinance is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 
competent jarisdiction, such portion will become a separate provision and will not .affect 
the remaining prov.isions of this ordinance. The Board of County Commissioners further 
declares its Intent that this ordinance would have· been adopted if such unconstitational 
pro~isfon was not included . 

. SE.C.TiON TWENTY ~ONE: CODIFICATION ANn SCRIVENER'S ERRORS 

The Hoard of Gounty Commissioners intend that this ordinance will be made part 
of the Goae, of Laws.:and Ordinances of Lee C.ounty; and that sections of this ordinance 
.can be. renumi:Jer:ed or re-lettered and that the word "ordinance" can be changed to 
"sectidn," "article" .or some. other appropriate word or phrase to accomplish codification, 
a_r;q regC)rdless of .whether· this ordinance is eyer codified, the ordinance can be 
.renumbered or re-!eJtered EJ,nq typographical errors that do not affect the intent can be 
corrected with the. authorization of the County Adminfstrator, County Manager or their 
designee, without the ne·ed for a public hearing. · 
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SECTION TWENTY -TWO: EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance Will take effect upon its filing vitith the Office of the Secretary of the 
Florida Department of State. 

Commissioner John Manning made a motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance. 
Tfl~ motion was seconded by Commissioner Cecil L Pendergrass. The vote was as 
follows: 

John Manning Aye 
Cecil '"- Pendergrass Aye 
~atrYKiker Aye 
Brjan Hamman Aye 
Frank Mann Aye 

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 4th day qf February, 2014. 

ATTEST: 
LINDA DOGGETT, CLERK 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF LEE COUN , FLORIDA 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

By:~~u---=----· ===----==
As stant eo·unty Attorney 
0 ce of the County Attorney 
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RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

February 7, 2014 

Honorable Linda Doggett 
Clerk of the Circuit Courts 
Lee County 
Post Office Box 2469 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-2469 

Attention: Lisa Pierce, Deputy Clerk 

Dear Ms. Doggett: 

KENDETZNER 
Secretary of State 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of Lee County Ordinance No. 14-04, which was filed in this office on February 7, 2014. 

Sincerely, 

Liz Cloud 
Program Administrator 
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