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1. REQUESTED MOTION:

ACTION REQUESTED: Hold a public hearing to amend Lee County Ordinance No. 88-58 which governs the issuance of
certificates of public convenience and necessity for ambulance transportation and advance life support non-transport services
within the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Lee County.

WHY ACTION IS NECESSARY: A public hearing is necessary for the Board of County Commissioners to enact a County
Ordinance.

WHAT ACTION ACCOMPLISHES: Adopts requirements and regulations for cable franchises.

2. DEPARTMENTAL CATEGORY: - .
COMMISSION DISTRICT # Countywide 3, O P2, > Mmo b~ ASE DO
4, AGENDA: 5. REQUIREMENT/PURPOSE: 6. REQUESTOR OF INFORMATION:
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CONSENT STATUTE A. COMMISSIONER
| ADMINISTRATIVE [ X ORDINANCE  88-38 B. DEPARTMENT  County Attorney
[ APPEALS [ ADMIN. CODE C. DIVISION General Services
[ X PUBLIC [ OTHER BY: Andrea R. Fraser
[ WALKON B Assistant County Attorney
[ TIME REQUIRED:

7. BACKGROUND:

The current ordinance governing the provisions and standards for issuing authorization to conduct ambulance and advanced
life support non-transport services was adopted in 1988. Since that time, subsequent changes in service delivery, the
implementation of the Lee County EMS Common Treatment Guidelines, and the adoption of nationwide turn-out and response
time goals has made it necessary to revise and update the ordinance. The Lee County Public Safety Division and the Lee County
Fire Chief’s Association formed an ordinance review committee to prepare the revisions to the ordinance. The proposed changes
will bring the ordinance along with current and future certificate holders governed by the ordinance into compliance with these
changes.
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF -
. PRIVATE, VOLUNTARY, AND GOVERNMENTAL
AMBULANCE AND RESCUE SERVICES; PROVIDING
FORPURPOSE; PROVIDING FORTITLE; PROVIDING

FOR DEFINITIONS OF TERMS; PROVIDING FOR
REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION; PROVIDING
FOR REVIEW OF APPLICATION; PROVIDING,
REQUIREMENT FOR BOARD AP
GRANTING CERTIFICATES;
RIGHTS AND DUTIES GRANTED

APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING F 0 '

COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 88-58;™ E&NG FOR
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. -

out-of—hospital health care services for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and visitors

of Lee County by providing standards and regulations necessary for the issuance for Certificates



of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN) for ambulance transportation and ALS non-

transport services. This Ordinance shall apply and be in full force within the incorporated afid

! -

unincorporated areas of Lee County.

SECTION TWO: DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following words, terms, phrases:£hall have the
meaning given herein.

A. Advanced Life Support (ALS) means tre;

emergencies through the use of techniques such as endoir

drugs or intravenous fluids, telemetry, cardiac monitoring

T

time and approved by the Certificate H&d

B.  Ambulance shall m&aj-ahy pri jal

personiti the use of techniques such as patient assessment, cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR), splinting, obstetrical assistance, bandaging, administration of oxygen, application of

medical anti-shock trousers, administration of a subcutaneous injection using a pre-measured



auto-injector of epinephrine to a person suffering an anaphylactic reaction, and other techniques

described in the Emergency Medical Technician Basic Training Course Curriculum of the Enited

il ' -

States Department of Transportation. The term "basic life support” also includes other

techniques which have been ‘e;.pproved and are performed under conditions specified, as defined

the Certificate Holder(s) Medical Director.

E. Board shall mean the Lee County Board

G. Certificate Holder(s) shall mean any person, corpora f’ Fgoverning body that

possesses a current COPCN.

Tinie shall mean the time from the point of receipt

"Jb/::'in g pogé to the time where sufficient

.’,
i

H.  Dispatch Time/Call Progfiin

of the emergency alarm at the pubfafety a}?r,;)s

L4 .
applicableunits are notified of the emergency as

absence of immediate medical attention to result in:

(1) Placing the health of the individual (or, with respect to a pregnant woman, the health of the



woman or her unborn child) in serious jeopardy;
(2) Serious impairment to bodily functions; or

(3) Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part as defined by the Emergency Medical

Treatment and Active Labor\Act of 1996.

K. Emergency Medical Services Provider shall mean any enfity liceiséd in the State

N. Non-Emergency Call Condition sg_a‘ fmean*-_a,- Ca) ‘ondition that does not meet the

4

.

definition of an Emergency Cail Gééﬂif’ion as défined in ES'e:ction 2.1 above.

'h,j 18 'é;ftlﬁed by the Florida State Department of

Health tQ 1 ic dg need life suij'ﬁi;rt as defined in Florida Statutes Section

an an individual who is ill, sick, injured, wounded, or otherwise

R. Rescue Service shall mean first response treatment of patients, but does not

include ALS or transport.



S. Response Time shall mean the time that begins when units are en route to the
emergency incident and ends when units arrive at the scene as defined in NFPA

1710 Chapter 3, 3.42.4.

T. Stable or Stabilize means, with respect to an emergency medical condition, to

into Lee County.
E. Any ambulance owned and operated by the Federal Government.
F. Non-Emergency Medical Transport. Vehicles used to transport persons for



routine scheduled medical treatments. Vehicles transporting persons who require medical

services en route are not covered by this exemption.

SECTION FOUR: CLASSIFICATION OF CERTIFICATES

Services granted certificates shall operate in accord with the classification of each service -

category and subcategory as follows:

A. Advanced Life Support (ALS) Service

1.

transpg;ta ioh by aircraft for medical patients as a matter of established operational policy,

A

rrol

providing emergenCy response on

providing

pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 401.25(1),

SECTION FIVE: PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING CERTIFICATE




Applications for a certificate must be obtained from the Lee County Division of Public
Resources. Completed applications must be returned to the County Ménager. Each application

will contain:

A. For Non-governmental Organizations: The name, address, and resume of the

Officer (CEO) and directors of the corporation and of
25% of the outstanding shares.

B. For Governmental Organizations: Appoigi

gLihe service headquarters.

eschedule of rates for service.
" The Medical Director’s name, Audit Control #, License #, Batch # and Provider #.
K. The certiﬁcéte of insurance-vehicle and malpractice.

L. An application fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).



SECTION SIX: PERFORMANCE CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING COPCN

APPLICATION

o

All applications for COPCN for any classification of certificate will be evaluated using the

following criteria:

1. In order to determine the extent to which the proposed s

«  data:

3 b

The County will relygr‘fr& ctile an

evaluation, It will b

o

applicd putation, competence, financial responsibility, and any other relevant factor deemed
necessary for issuing the certificate. The County Manager or designee shall also make an

investigation as to the public necessity for permitted ALS emergency vehicles operation in the



territory requested. The County Manager or designee will prepare a report to the Board containing
the recommendation whether to grant or deny the certificate to the applicant within sixty (60) days

from when the County Manager receives the application. If the County Manager or designee does

not submit the report to the Board within the proscribed sixty (60) day period, then the application

shall be forwarded to the Board for consideration.

SECTION EIGHT: REQUIREMENTS FOR BO

CERTIFICATE

e
grvice on existing services with respect to quahty

the applicant has sufficient knowledge and experience to properly operate the
ice as evidenced in Section Five. A.
C. That the applicant has an adequate revenue base for the proposed setvice and the

proposed service will have sufficient personnel and equipment to adequately cover the proposed



service area.

D. The proposed service meets the minimum equipment requirements on an_AL_S
I;emlitted eme;gency vehicles ds set forth in Florida Administrative Code, Ch.64E-2, Ch. 401,
Florida Statutes, as may be a;fnended from time to time and additional equipment or personnel as

required in the Lee County EMS Common Treatment Guidelines, as mafibe ¢ ed from time to

time.

from time to time.
In making the determination provided for i

discretion, appoint a Hearing Officer to hol_g‘gp blic
"%‘:—? ;:’
conclusions as a result of the hearing. %ﬁgﬂld a H}é}gﬁng

shall render a written report to ttharﬁ wit

hin'30 daysgiga

conclusf"éi of

L
i

applt ust apply for a new certificate. Changes in the officers of the corporation will not
require a new certificate. Any Certificate Holder(s) desiring to change their current certificate

classification will be required to reapply for the new certificate.

10



A change in appointed or elected official(s) in-a governmental body shall not constitute the

need for transfer or assignment of the certificate.

Acceptance of the certificate by the applicant shall obligate the applicant to:

A, Service the entire zone granted to the applicant;

B. When available, provide mutual aid response to adjoini
requested to do so by the Emergency Dispatch Center;

C. Keep posted at his place of business a co
with the County Manager (if applicable);

D. Operate in accordance with the rules and g

i

| o
administrative regulations adopted pursuant th

E. Employ at all times suffigf"ént pers 166d in operation and management
‘ i

4Y

énsure propé% and effi

7

VAL OF CERTIFICATE

7
il %\Iﬂnn one hundred-twenty (120) days before expiration, an

y

“With such other factors as may be relevant. The renewal application shall be

5

g .
enewal certificate may be approved routinely by the Board or the Board may hold a

hearing on same, upon recommendation by the County Manager.

SECTION ELEVEN: MODIFICATION, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF

11



CERTIFICATE

Complaints concerning the provisions of COPCN shall be investigated by the Coun"t—y
Manager or designee and a report thereon made to the Board, together with findings and
recommendations, within thirty (30) days if revocation, suspension or alteration of any certificate

appeats warranted. The Board shall give written legal notice to the Certificate Ho er(s) holding the

P

A service on administrative probation Wiléf,g losely mont

SECTION TWELVE: TRANSEE]

ﬁfncfer thi i

constitute the need for transfer or assignment of the certificate.

SECTION THIRTEEN: REVOCATION, ALTERATION OR SUSPENSION

12



GROUNDS
A. Every certificate issued under this Ordinance shall be subject to revocation, alteration

and/or suspension of operation, by the Board, for a period of up to one year, where any of the

following occurs:

1. The Certificate Holder(s) has failed to render the Srvicestht rized by the
certificate.

2. The Certificate Holder(s) has beet
offense involving moral turpitude

substances.

ed emergency vehicles.
1e Certificate Holder(s) has failed to comply with any of the provisions of

" this ordinance.

The public interest will best be served by revocation, alteration, or suspension
of any certificate upon just cause shown.

7. The Certificate Holder(s), representative or employee has demanded money

13



or compensation other than that established or prescribed under this

ordinance.

8. The Certificate Holder(s), representative or employee has, without sufficient

justification, failed or refused to furnish emergency out-of-hospital care

; ill%};l, failing or refusing to

f any police officer or member of

A. Twenty-four (24) Hour Service. Every Certificate Holder(s) shall be required to

operate sufficient permitted emergency vehicles, as stated on the certificate of operation and

14



determined by the Board, on immediate call at all times, twenty-four (24) hours a day, 7 days a

week, without exception.

\
* -

B. Prompt Service Required. Every call for service shall be answered promptly.

Patients shall be assessed, treated and/or transported without being subjected to unjustifiable delays.

with documentation of circumstances.
C. Infectious Disease/Exposure. All Certi

County Emergency Responders Ryan White/Public Sa

amended from time to time. ’

D. Daily Documentation. Eve

documentation upon which shall be recgf*f%'

Y

en route, time of arrival at scene, time-1eft fo ﬁo

“Vehicles and Equipment. Each permitted vehicle shall be equipped with the proper
medical and emergency equipment as required by the laws of the State of Florida and as required by

the Lee County EMS Common Treatment Guidelines and shall be subject to inspection from time to

15



time to insure compliance with the laws and this Ordinance,

G. Medical Director Certification, The Certificate Holder(s) medical director riust be a

P

Certified American Board of Emergency Medicine Physician.

SECTION FIFTEEN: CENTRAL PLACE OF BUSINESS

Each Certificate Holder(s) shall maintain a central place of busingss whigh shall be located

with vehicles, the

mes. This information

BE KEPT

J,;

SECTION SIXTEEN: RECOR.I TO
%VB

EGTION EIGHTEEN: INSURANCE
No Certificate Holder(s) shall operate an emergency vehicle covered under this Ordinance

unless covered by a Comprehensive General Liability insurance policy insuring the public against

16



bodily injury or property damage resulting from or incidental to the operation or use of an

emergency vehicle. At a minimum, all Certificate Holder(s)s shall have in full force and effect the

f
' -

following insurance coverages:

A. Vehicle Liabilit{/ Insurance. Each emergency vehicle owned by, leased to, or otherwise

controlled by the operating company shall have minimum limits of $1,0{

limits for bodily injury and property damage.

B. Medical Professional Liability Insurance. Ev

minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occmence/$3,000,
Said insurances shall inure to the benefit of an@;s

who shall sustain damage to property proximately by the :

Holder(s), all drivers, servants and agents%:?%;é‘%ﬁ S

& A :
tich ma)t " mgge amount ,Ofmlnlmum msurance.

A. Failure to access, treat or refuse to promptly transport, if applicable or attend any

patient after responding to a call.

17



B. Demand or receive compensation other than that established and approved in
accordance with this ordinance or fail to give a receipt for monies received (If applicable). ~

C. Give or allow rebate, commission, discount or any reduced rate not provided in the

established rate. (If appiicabie).

D. At any time induce or seek to induce any person engaging:

enforcement offie

5

PASSENGERS

Driver, attendants and fire or law enforcement personnel;

B. Patients;

C. Not more than one relative or close friend of the patient, or if the situation warrants,

18



the paramedic in charge may authorize more than one passenger;
D. Physicians, nurses or respiratory therapists;

E. Certificate Holder(s) supervisory personnel.

F. EMT or Parafnedic student interns. |

G. Any other individual as authorized by the certificate holdén
At no time will occupancy exceed a level which wg

patient care,

SECTION TWENTY-ONE: OBEDIENCE TORAREI DINANCES
OR  REGULATIONS
Certificate Holder(s) shall render obedien . 316.2398, Florida

Statutes.

&
) SECTION TWENTY-TWO: VI@LATIO §

In addition to the remedies: pgpwde hy g
s e ]

A
é
' 'Qé‘_eg% c;;#;and shall be punishable as provided in Florida

‘deputies and agents, fire departments, as well as the police departments‘of the various
municipalities falling under the provision of this ordinance to strictly enforce the provisions of this

ordinance.

19



SECTION TWENTY-FIVE: REPEALER
Lee County Ordinance No. 88-58 is hereby repealed in its entirety with the adoption ¢ of this

Ordinance.

SECTION TWENT'S‘(-SD(: PENALTIES

permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense 4

&

SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN: CIVIL REMEDIES

[ON TWENTY-NINE: SEVERABILITY
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and it is the legislative intention to confer

upon the whole or any paft of the Ordinance the powers herein provided for. If any of the

20



provisions of this Ordinance shall be held unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction,

the decision of such Court shall not affect or impair any remaining provisions of this Ordinance. It

is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such

unconstitutional provisions not be included therein.

@%VENERS

SECTION THIRTY: CODIFICATION. INCLUSION IN COD@%AND;

ERRORS

ince was offered by Commissioner , who moved its
'seconded by Commissioner ' and being put to a vote,

aqé% ion. The motion
the.vote was as follows"

DOUGLAS ST. CERNY
ROBERT JANES

RAY JUDAH
ANDREW COY

JOHN ALBION

T

21



DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____day of

ATTEST: CHARLIE GREEN
CLERK OF THE COURT

By:

Deputy Clerk

C:\Documents and Settings\maypl\Local
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, 2002,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA




