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LEE COUNTY

SOUTHWEST FILLORIDA

The Board of County Commissioners
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: Flortda's massive and diverse state park system, with over 600,000 acres and 158 parks, has
received aational recognition for its state parks partaerships, its cutting-edge resource
management, its wture and heritage towrism programs and its environmental education value;
and

WHEREARS: Florida’s beautiful state parks are vital to the cenvironmental, economic and resource
management goals of the state while providing a relaxing outdoor experience for visitors: and

WHEREAS: Florida's state park system not only preserves these pristine natural arcas forever, it also has a
growing positive economic impact on Florida®s local communities, which totaled $551 million last
year; and

WHERFAS: [.ocal state parks, such as Lovers Key State Park, in Bonita Springs, which has 10 employees,
716,000 annual visitors, an economic impact of $12,18%,905 or 365.7 jobs on the local community;
Barriers Islands State Parks which includes Cayo Costa State Park, Gasparilla Island State PPark,
Lipper Captiva, Don Pedro Ishand State Park, and Stemp pass Beach State Park in Charlotte
Counnty and Lee County, which has 17 emplovees, 688,845 unnual visitors, an economic impact of
$19.638.515 on  the local community: Koreshan State Historie Site and Mound  Key
Archacological State 'ark. in Fstero, which have B0 employees, 53,823 annual visitors, an
ceonomic impact of $134196 and 38.4 jobs generated; these parks offer exceptional features such
as the historic Bocy Grande Lighthouse Museum, miles of pristine gulf beaches, shorebird and
sea turtle sanctuarics, the Kereshan Historic Settlement and the 2000 year old Calusa Mounds,
resulting in substantial enhancement of the quality of life for our citizens; and

WITEREAS: 78 citizen support organizations and 6,000 valunteers support Florida's state park system and
valunteers last year provided 906,000 hours of serviee, the equivatent of 435 full-time employees;
and

WHEREAS: Its volunteer programs, along with its innovative outsourcing programs, allow Florida’s state

park system to provide more services with fewer employvees: and

WHERYAS: Florila's state park system has some 18 midlion visitors last year from throughout Flovida, the
United States and the world, and actendance at Florida's state parks is growing with the
worldwide hoony in natore and heritage tourism; and

WIEFEREAS: Florida’s state parks are engaged in fundreds of partnerships with national and Iocal parks in
Florida to make these invaluable resources available to Florida citizens and visitors.

NOW, THEREFORE BE I'T RESOLVED THAT THE Board of County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida
docs hereby recognize the immense environmental and economic benefits of Florida State Parks
to the state’s local communities by designating May 2003 as

FLORIDA STATLE PARKS MONTH
and enconrage all citizens to enjoy, protect and support Flovida's beautiful and diverse state
parks in May 2003, and in the vears (o come so future generations of Floridians and visitors may
alse enjoy and learn about Florida™s unique natural and cultural heritage through these priceless
arens.
Duly Executed this 6™ day of May 2003,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSN
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
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