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REQUESTED MOTION:

ACTION REQUESTED:
The Horizon Council recommends that the BOCC (1) oppose the proposed rule published in the Federal Register for

additional manatee protection areas for the Caloosahatchee River and San Carlos Bay Federal Refuge; and (2) encourage
local law enforcement agencies not to sign Memorandums of Understandings (MOU’s) with U.S. Fish and Wildlife to
enforce proposed speed zone changes until the final outcome of the rule is known.

WHY ACTION IS NECESSARY:

Once the new proposed rule is enacted, the potential impact could be catastrophic to our economy. Not onty will direct
boating industries be impacted, but commercial and residential real estate, certain tourist activitics and many other industries
reliant on access to, and enjoyment of our water enriched lifestyle. .

WHAT ACTION ACCOMPLISHES:
Provides board consideration of Horizon Council recommendation.
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April 25, 2003

To the Lee County Board of County Commissioners,

Understanding that economic diversification, quality of life and respect for our natural
resources are all critical factors in the long-term viability of our community, the
Horizon Council of Lee County, a 57-member public-private partnership that serves as
an advisory board on economic development issues to the Lee County Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) and represents five cities, 10 chambers of commerce, 12
economic development and trade organizations and 10 community, education and
business organizations in Southwest Florida, does hereby unanimously agree the
manatee protection issue has escalated to the point of having a significant negative
effect on our county’s economy.

To this end, as a body, we resolve to urge and support the BOCC to adamantly refuse to
support the proposed rule for the Caloosahatchee River and San Carlos Bay Federal
Refuge contained in the Stipulated Federal Settlement Agreement between the Save the
Manatee Club and the USFWS and the US Army Corps of Engineers.

In addition, we request the BOCC place ali means at its disposal to fight this settlement
and its far-reaching impact on our economy, and specifically request the BOCC work
with local law enforcement agencies and urge them not to sign Memorandums of
Understandings (MOU’s) with U.S. Fish and Wildlife to enforce proposed speed zone
changes until the final outcome of the rule is known,

Our community is already experiencing the impact of dock moratoriums and changes in
speed zones along our waterways. Once new federally mandated speed zones are
endcted, the potential impact could be catastrophic to our economy. Not only will direct
boating industries be impacted, but commercial and residential real estate, the restaurant
industry, certain tourist activities and many other industries reliant on access to, and
enjoyment of our water enriched lifestyle.

As an organization of concerned business, civic and community leaders, we cannot
emphasize enough the need for the BOCC to stand against this rule and work
aggressively to preserve our economy and quality of life.

weerely,
atr

m Nulmah,
Horizon Council
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Lee County Attorney’s Office - ~
From: Regina Smith ERLy f‘;
Executive Director L =
; w
Date: April 29, 2003
RE:

BOCC Blue Sheet No. 20030522

Attached please find Blue Sheet No. 20030522. The Horizon Council, at its meeting on

April 25, 2003 approved the attached letter and recommendation to the BOCC. Please
call me if you have any guestions.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.



