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| LEE COUNTY

SOUTHWIE CORITDA

The Board of County Commissioncrs

RESOLUTION

Whereas: Retinoblustoma is a very rave disease that affects children, causing
the growth of malignant tamors in the retinal cell layver of the eye.
Ninety percent of the cases occur in the first five vears of life: and

Whereas: It is the most common eye tumor in children, the third ntost common
cancer  that affects  children  overall and, if left untreated,
Retinoblastoma is almost always fatal; and

Whereas: Over the past 60 vears the frequency with which Retinoblastoma
ocenrs has inereased and is seen in one out of every 12,000 children
in the United States and 7,000 children worldwide die from the
disease each year due to the delay in diagnaosis; and

Whereas: The key to saving lives and preserving visual function, is the early
diagnosis and treatment of this discase; and

Whereas: Lee County supports eve pathology sereening at birth and all well-
baby exams to ensure that everything is being done to detect ocular
diseases in newboros, infants and toddlers. The examination only
adds ten seconds of time to the regular exam and costs pennjes——a
small price to pay to ensure healthy vision for all of our children,

NOW, THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLVED THAT THE Board of County
Commissioners of Lee County, Florida doces hereby proclaim the
month of September 2003 as

JOEY BERGSMA RETINOBLASTOMA
AWARENESS MONTH

in Lec County,
Duly Execnted this 2™ day of September 2003,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
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