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1. ACTION REQUESTED/PURPOSE:

Determine whether Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation should be designated as an official
advisory committee to the County Commisston, or retain its current status.

2. WHAT ACTION ACCOMPLISHES: Gives committee official status as a Board-appointed advisory
committee.

3. MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATION:

Retain current status similar to other planning areas of the County

4. Departmental Category: Y m 5. Meeting Datem-lm
6. Agenda: 7. Requirement/Purpose: (specify) | 8. Request Initiated:
Consent Statute Commissioner
X  Administrative Ordinance Department Community Development
Appeals Admin, Code DlVlSlOll
Public X  Other }/] 6 .VLQTL,I
Walk-On “Mary Gibbs, Director

9. Background:

This issue was raised as a commissioner item on April 4", and the Board requested it be scheduled for discussion
at the April 18" County Commission meeting. The issue is whether the Lehigh Acres Community Planning
Corporation should become an official advisory committee to the County Commission, or retain its current status.

As an official advisory board, there would be ramifications in terms of precedent, cost, and open meetings and
public records laws. (Cost would include staff support, both planning staff and county attomey, extra meetings,
advertisements, minutes, etc.). None of the other planning communities in the county receive this type of support.
An official board-appointed committee could discourage participation from other groups and the grassroots
participation that such plans are based on. Staff recommends retaining the current status due to the cost and
resources factor, as well as precedent. {Cost details will be provided to BCC under separate cover.)

1t should be noted that the county is providing additional funding for Lehigh’s Community Plan due to its
geographic size and complexity of issues. Also, the Community Planning Corporation has been recognized as the
group working with the county to select a consultant to prepare the Community Plan.
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