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1. ACTION REQUESTED/PURPOSE: Approve a Grant Agreement between the Sierra Club (National) and
the Board of County Commissioners to challenge the issuance of the Federal Permit (under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act) and the final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS™) for the 16,000 acre “Ona” Phosphate
Mine.

2. WHAT ACTION ACCOMPLISHES: Provides Grant funding up to $150,000.00 to the Sierra Club to
pursue Jegal action(s) concerning the issuance of the Section 404 Permit and FEIS for the “Ona” Mine.

3. MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATION: Consider approval of the Grant Agreement.

4. Departmental Category: Al1ZA 3. Meeting Date: October 3, 2006
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9. Background: For the past four (4) years, both State and Federal Permits have beemsought by two phosphate
companies (now: Mosaic) for the construction and operation of the “Ona” Mine in Hardee County. The State
Permits have already been challenged and the challenge is on-going. The issuance of the Section 404 Permit and
the FEIS is still subject to challenge by governments and interested parties. The Sierra Club has identified certain
discrepancies with the Permit and the FEIS and has requested a $150,000.00 Grant to challenge those
discrepancies.

At the Board’s regular meeting of September 12, 2006, the Board approved the Sierra Club’s request for funding
of the “Ona” Mine Federal Permits through a Grant Agreement with the County.

The proposed Grant Agreement is now being submitted for the Board’s consideration, and approval if the terms
are acceptable to the Board.
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